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Television
Baseball: MLB AL Wild Card, Minne-
sota at N.Y. Yankees, ESPN, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA Preseason, Houston
vs. Oklahoma City, NBA TV, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA Preseason, Phoenix
at Portland, NBA TV, 9 p.m.
Basketball: NBA Preseason, Toronto
vs. L.A. Clippers, NBA TV, 11:59 p.m.

Radio
Baseball: MLB AL Wild Card, Minne-
sota at N.Y. Yankees, WMFS 92.9/680,
7 p.m.

This listing is compiled using infor-
mation supplied by stations and net-
works and is subject to late changes
without notice.

On the air

Arkansas freshman
Garland out with medi-
cal condition: Arkansas
freshman basketball
guard Khalil Garland has
not been cleared to prac-
tice to begin the presea-
son because of an undis-
closed health condition.

Coach Mike Anderson
says Garland is receiving
treatment for the condi-
tion and that the school’s
medical staff is “optimis-
tic” the 6-foot-5 freshman
will be cleared to return to
the court at a later date.

Garland is one of four
freshmen for the Razor-
backs, who went 26-10 last
season and reached the
NCAA Tournament for
the second time in three
years. He averaged 12.9
points per game as a sen-
ior in high school at Little
Rock Parkview.

Arkansas opens its sea-
son against Samford on
Nov. 10.

Braves general man-
ager Coppolella resigns
amid MLB probe: John
Coppolella was forced to
resign as Braves general
manager Monday after an
investigation by Major
League Baseball revealed
serious rules violations in
the international player
market.

Gordon Blakeley, a
special assistant to the
GM who was the team’s in-
ternational scouting
chief, also has resigned.

Braves president John
Hart will take over GM
duties while the team
searches for a full-time
replacement.

Hart said the Braves
cooperated when they
first learned of the inves-
tigation “in the past cou-
ple weeks.” He wouldn’t
reveal details of the rules
violations but he did say
they did not involve crimi-
nal activity.

He said MLB has
“made clear” the investi-
gation “has about
wrapped up.”

An MLB spokesman
would not provide details
on an ongoing investiga-
tion.

Coppolella declined
comment “at this time,”
when contacted by The
Associated Press

The Braves, who fin-
ished 72-90 this year, have
been very active in the in-
ternational market in re-
cent years. More teams
have increased their em-
phasis on international
scouting, making the com-
petition for top prospects
intense.

Titans QB Mariota day
to day with strained
hamstring: Tennessee Ti-
tans quarterback Marcus
Mariota is day to day after
an MRI exam showed a
strain of his hamstring.

Coach Mike Mularkey
says they will not play him
this Sunday at Miami if
there’s any chance of fur-
ther damage. Mularkey
updated Mariota’s status
Monday, saying the Titans
(2-2) want to be smart
with their quarterback.

QB Speight out for
Michigan, O’Korn in vs.
Michigan State: No. 7
Michigan (also No. 7 AP)
will be without injured
quarterback Wilton
Speight for an undis-
closed amount of time and
John O’Korn will get the
start Saturday night at
home against Michigan
State.

Coach Jim Harbaugh
did not reveal details of
the injury to Speight, who
was hurt in the first quar-
ter of a Sept. 23 victory at
Purdue . He left the stadi-
um for X-rays and Har-
baugh later referred to it
as a “soft tissue” injury.

“He won’t be able to
compete this week or for
multiple weeks,” Har-
baugh said Monday as the
Wolverines (4-0, 1-0 Big
Ten) prepare for the Spar-
tans (3-1, 1-0).

In the news

Here are the top high school football
teams in the Memphis area after Week 7.

1. Lausanne (6-0)

Last week: 1
Result: Devin Boddie is doing quite the
job with starting quarterback Sky Forest
still on the shelf. He ran for 101 yards and
two touchdowns and threw for 134 and
two more as the Lynx extended their
state-best winning streak to 20 with a
41-7 victory over ECS.
This week: Lausanne has the week off
before facing Division II-AA West Region
rival Northpoint on Oct. 13.

2. CBHS (7-0)

Last week: 3
Result: Although Whitehaven hasn't
done anything wrong, the Brothers'
performance in last week's 49-7 victory
over previously-unbeaten Briarcrest
earns them the second spot. This team is
well-coached, physical and doesn't make
a lot of mistakes.
This week: CBHS can enjoy fall break
before gearing up to host St. Benedict on
Oct. 13 in another region contest.

3. Whitehaven (6-1)

Last week: 2
Result: Linebacker Marquis Traylor hit
for the cycle as the Tigers shut down
Trezevant 27-6 in a match-up of 2016
state champions. The Munford transfer
forced a fumble, recovered another
fumble and picked off a pass which he
returned for a touchdown.
This week: Central — which has lost its
last two games by a combined score of
80-15 — visits Friday in the Region 8-6A
opener.

4. Raleigh-Egypt (7-0)

Last week: 4
Result: Make it back-to-back six touch-
down games for Kalyn Grandberry, who
did all his damage in the first half as the
Pharaohs rolled past Region 8-3A rival
MLK Prep, 51-8. The senior has 24 touch-
es in the last two games, scoring 12 times.
This week: The Pharaohs stay in region
play with a Friday visit to Melrose, which
was idle last week after losing to Hous-
ton on Sept. 22.

5. Germantown (7-0)

Last week: 5
Result: Hardin County threw a huge
scare into the Red Devils before Jalen
Givens' touchdown in overtime gave
them a well-earned 29-26 victory. The 26
points were the most Germantown has
allowed in a game this year.
This week: A White Station team that is
a lot better than its 2-5 record would
indicate visits Friday to open Region 8-6A

play.

6. Olive Branch (6-0)

Last week: 8
Result: Happy days are here again at
Olive Branch which has already surpassed
its combined victory total for the past
two seasons. Demarcus Ware (280 yards,
three touchdowns on the ground) was
the star in a 34-7 victory over Lewisburg.
This week: Grenada visits for what could
be a tight Region 1-5A game. Eleven of
the last 20 meetings between the two
teams have been decided by a touch-
down or less.

7. Cordova (6-1)

Last week: 9
Result: Jeremy Banks ran for 223 yards
and scored three touchdowns as the
Wolves' continued there terrific offensive
play with a 55-16 victory over Region
7-6A rival Houston. Cordova has 50 or
more points in each of its last four games
since losing to Whitehaven on Sept. 1.
This week: The Wolves travel to Nash-
ville for a Saturday game against Class 3A
power Pearl-Cohn, which is 5-2 after a
48-3 victory over Stratford.

8. Horn Lake (5-0)

Last week: 10
Result: Raydarius Jones ran for 101 yards
on just four carries and threw a 57-yard
touchdown pass to Kyvontae Boykins as
the Eagles rolled to a 43-14 victory over
DeSoto Central in Region 1-6A.
This week: Horn Lake travels to Colum-
bus Friday to take on the Falcons, whose
two victories have come against Vicks-
burg and DeSoto Central.

9. Munford (6-1)

Last week: 12
Result: The Cougars created a four-way
tie for second place in Region 8-5A with
a 28-20 victory over then No. 10 South-
wind. With three games to go, Munford,
Southwind, Kirby and Ridgeway are all
3-1 with Brighton (4-0) leading.
This week: The Cougars should be able
to take a step closer to the playoffs as
winless Kingsbury visits Friday.

10. Briarcrest (6-1)

Last week: 6
Result: Not much to say about the
Saints' 49-7 loss to CBHS. The Brothers
dominated the Saints up front and
Briarcrest's high-powered offense
couldn't find its way into the end zone.
This week: The Saints have an extra

week to get things sorted out before
MUS visits for a big Division II-AAA game
on Oct. 13.

11. MUS (4-3)

Last week: NR
Result: Bobby Wade and Maurice Hamp-
ton combined for three touchdowns
passes and the defense was rock-solid as
the Owls opened Division II-AAA West
Region play by handing St. Benedict its
first loss, 45-0.
This week: The Owls have the week off
to prepare for a tricky visit to Briarcrest
on Oct. 13.

12. Southwind (5-2)

Last week: 11
Result: Potentially, last week's 28-20 loss
to Munford could really hurt. Of the four
teams tied for second place in Region
8-5A , the Jaguars have the toughest
remaining schedule (at Kirby, at Brigh-
ton, at Ridgeway).
This week: Friday's game againstKirby
isn't quite a must-win, but it's close.
Dropped out: No. 7 Central (lost to
Collierville, 45-8)
Reach John Varlas at john.varlas@com-
mercialappeal.com or on Twitter @john-
varlas.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: DANDY DOZEN RANKINGS AFTER WEEK 7
JOHN VARLAS
USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

Raleigh-Egypt running back Kayln Grandberry (right) makes a touchdown run against the MLK Prep defense during
first-quarter action on Thursday evening. MARK WEBER/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

Football offense

Tyler Moore, Harding: Moore stole the
show at Northpoint's Homecoming,
running for 246 yards on 25 carries as
the Lions upended the Trojans, 40-13.
Moore scored on runs of 23, 80, 23 and
51 yards as Harding won its second
straight after an 0-4 start.

Football defense

Chris Jones, Freedom Prep: The first-
year War Eagles lead Region 8-1A fol-
lowing a 6-0 victory over Westwood that
featured a great effort from Jones. The
senior linebacker recovered three fum-
bles, with the last one setting up Gary
Banks' 17-yard touchdown run.

Football special teams

Kundarrius Taylor, Ridgeway: Guess
who's back? After missing four games
with an injured hamstring, the Oklaho-

ma commitment showed his exceptional
playmaking form in a 58-22 over Over-
ton. Taylor returned two kickoffs for
scores (85, 75) and added two more
touchdowns on passes of 10 and 24 yards
from Quincy Casey.

Boys golf

Gregory Odom, Middle College:
Odom capped off a terrific senior season
with a second-place finish at the Division
1 small class state tournament in Man-
chester. He shot rounds of 72 and 68 at
WillowBrook to finish at 4-under, six
strokes behind Gabriel Hunter of Alcoa.

Girls soccer

Liza Slavinsky, Collierville: In the
same week that she verbally committed
to MTSU, Slavinsky led the Dragons to a
pair of impressive victories. The senior
scored in both games as Collierville
defeated ECS (3-0) and St. George's (2-1)
to improve 12-3-0.
Reach John Varlas at john.varlas@com-
mercialappeal.com or on Twitter @john-
varlas.

MEMPHIS HIGH SCHOOL PLAYERS OF THE WEEK

Ridgeway's Kundarrius Taylor can't reach a pass during Friday night's game
against Memphis University School. BRAD VEST/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

JOHN VARLAS
USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

In the closed portion of its
meeting Monday afternoon, the
University of Louisville Athletic
Association unanimously voted
to initiate the process of dismiss-
ing head basketball coach Rick
Pitino for cause.

Interim university President
Greg Postel said the ULAA
asked him to detail “the logic of
the decision” in a letter that will
be released in the coming days.
The decision followed “vigorous
conversations” behind closed
doors, Postel said.

“The motion was short and
simple,” Postel said in a news
conference after the meeting.
“The board requested of me and
authorized me to initiate the
process of termination for cause
as defined in Coach Pitino’s em-
ployment contract.” 

The announcement came five
days after Pitino was placed on
unpaid administrative leave in
the wake of news that an FBI in-
vestigation into college basket-
ball recruiting included Louis-
ville’s program. David Padgett
was on Friday named Louis-
ville’s interim head basketball

coach in Pitino’s place.
In section 6.1 of Pitino’s con-

tract, there are four ways the
university is empowered to push
for termination of Pitino with
cause: a material violation of his
contractual obligations; dispar-
aging media publicity that dam-
ages the name of the university;
a major conference or NCAA vi-

olation; or dishonesty, criminal
activity or acts of depravity.

Postel said U of L will pay
“nothing beyond the terms” out-
lined in Pitino’s contract, which
stipulates that Pitino must be
given 10 days’ notice before his
dismissal and be paid for those
10 days. Pitino’s lawyer, Steve
Pence, told the Courier-Journal
on Sunday he put U of L officials
on notice that Pitino’s effective
dismissal violates the coach’s
employment agreement. He also
said that breach of contract
could become the basis for a law-
suit.

A lawsuit is “always a possi-
bility in any employment mat-
ter,” Postel said. “That’s a com-
mon issue.”

Postel said the move to dis-
miss Pitino, a Hall of Fame coach
who won 416 games and a nation-
al championship at Louisville,
was a tough one.

“The decision to exercise
rights for cause in an employ-
ment agreement at a university
is an extremely difficult deci-
sion no matter who the person
is,” Postel said. “I would have
just as much angst and just as
much need to do it correctly no
matter who it was. ... It’s impor-
tant that we be fair and follow

the agreement and do this right
for any employee of the univer-
sity.” 

Louisville did not take any ac-
tion on athletic director Tom Jur-
ich on Monday. Earlier in the
day, after a board of trustees
special meeting, Postel said he
hoped to name an interim re-
placement for Jurich on Tues-
day.

When asked if Jurich could
return after being placed on paid
administrative leave, Postel left
that possibility open.

“When a person is on adminis-
trative leave, by definition that
person coming back is always an
option,” Postel said. “There has
been no termination of Mr. Jur-
ich.”

But, he added, the university
could move quicker in Pitino’s
case because he is employed by a
different entity than Jurich – Pi-
tino is paid by the ULAA, while
Jurich is primarily paid by the
university.

There is another board of
trustees meeting set for Oct. 18,
when Jurich’s status will likely
be discussed.

“They are two separate per-
sonnel matters,” Postel said, “so
each one is being discussed sep-
arately.”

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Louisville moves forward with Pitino’s dismissal
JEFF GREER
AND JAKE LOURIM
USA TODAY NETWORK-KENTUCKY

Rick Pitino was placed on unpaid
administrative leave in the wake of
an FBI investigation into college
basketball recruiting. PAT MCDONOGH,

USA TODAY NETWORK

Debra Sisson



