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Kerber beats Halep at WTA Finals: Top-seeded
Angelique Kerber is the only player in the WTA
Finals Red Group to stand at 2-0 in the round-
robin stage after a 6-4, 6-2 win over Simona Halep
on Tuesday in Singapore.

Madison Keys, who needed to win her match to
stay in semifinal contention, prevailed 6-1, 6-4 in
which she never offered Dominika Cibulkova a
break point opportunity.

Keys has won all four matches she’s played
against Cibulkova without dropping a set.

“It’s a huge thing, especially for me as it makes
you a little bit more comfortable when you’re not
facing break points,” Keys said.

All four players in the Red Group remain in the
hunt for a semifinal berth.

In the standings, Kerber is at 2-0, Halep and
Keys are 1-1, and Cibulkova 0-2. This year marks
Keys and Cibulkova’s WTA Finals debut.

On Thursday, Kerber plays Keys, and Halep
plays Cibulkova in the final round-robin matches.

“It’s good because you still have a third
chance,” Cibulkova said. “Knowing this, that I can
still go into semifinals, I will be as positive as I
can to win my match against Halep.”

One-fourth of NBA rosters is international:
The NBA began its season Tuesday night with
international players making up one-quarter of
the league.

The 113 international players come from 41
countries and territories. A maximum of 15 play-
ers are allowed on the 30 NBA teams.

The NBA said Tuesday that the Utah Jazz lead
the way with seven international players. Every
team has at least one such player. Canadians are
most represented for the third straight year. Elev-
en players from Canada are on NBA rosters, fol-
lowed by France at 10, Brazil at nine and Australia
at eight.

International newcomers making debuts
Wednesday night include Dragan Bender of Croa-
tia, the No. 4 overall draft pick by Phoenix, and
Buddy Hield of the Bahamas, the No. 6 selection
by New Orleans.

Giants release kicker after abuse admissions:
The New York Giants released placekicker Josh
Brown on Tuesday, six days after police docu-
ments revealed Brown admitted to repeatedly
abusing his former wife while they were married.

The move came shortly after the player issued
a statement insisting that he never hit his wife
during a six year period when he admits spousal
abuse.

Giants President John Mara says the team’s
beliefs, judgments and decisions were “misguid-
ed” in how it handled its relationship with Brown.
He indicated the Giants did not know the full ex-
tent of Brown’s problem until last week.

“We hope that Josh will continue to dedicate
himself to rehabilitation, and to becoming a better
person and father,” Mara said in a statement. “We
will continue to support him in his efforts to con-
tinue counseling, and we hope that Josh and his
family can find peace and a positive resolution.”

Fan dies after falling while leaving Broncos
game: Authorities say a fan has died after falling
60 feet at the Denver Broncos’ stadium after a
game on Monday night.

Stadium Management Co., which operates
Sports Authority Field at Mile High, said the fan
fell over a railing.

The medical examiner’s office said Tuesday
the man was transported to a hospital and pro-
nounced dead. He was identified as 36-year-old
Jason Coy.

Denver police say he was sitting on a railing
when he fell. Witnesses and emergency respond-
ers immediately tried to help.

Senators want tournament moved from
Trump course: The United States Golf Associa-
tion is continuing its plan to hold the 2017 U.S.
Women’s Open at a New Jersey course owned by
Donald Trump.

The USGA had no comment on a letter sent to it
by three Democratic U.S. senators asked that the
event be moved away from Trump National in
Bedminster.

Richard Blumenthal, of Connecticut, Edward
Markey, of Massachusetts, and Bob Casey, of
Pennsylvania, made the request in a letter sent
Monday, asking USGA executive director Mike
Davis to consider suspending further events at
properties owned by the Republican presidential
candidate because of what they describe as a
“pattern of degrading and dehumanizing women”
over decades.

The Trump Organization declined comment.
Formula One may be done in Malaysia: For-

mula One could be on its way out of Malaysia
after the country’s sports minister said “we
should stop hosting” the grand prix and the chief
of the Sepang International Circuit implied the
dominance of Mercedes had stripped the sport of
its excitement.

There is a contract to hold an F1 race at Sepang
through 2018 but the prospects of continuing be-
yond that are diminishing. An early exit could
possibly be negotiated as F1’s new ownership
seeks to expand its presence in the United States
without extending the season schedule.

Amid falling ticket sales and television viewer-
ship, SIC chief executive Razlan Razali told local
media that “maybe it will do Malaysia good to
take a break” from hosting F1.

“The product (F1) is no longer exciting. It’s
being dominated by one team,” Razali was quoted
as saying.

Brazilian soccer great Torres dies: Carlos Al-
berto Torres, the captain of Brazil’s World Cup-
winning team in 1970 and scorer of one of the
sport’s most memorable goals, died on Tuesday.

He was 72 and died of after a heart attack at
his home in Rio de Janeiro.

A statement on Carlos Alberto’s Facebook page
confirmed the death.

In the news

Television
Baseball: World Series, Chicago Cubs at Cleveland, WHBQ
Channel 13, 6 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Oklahoma City at Philadelphia, ESPN, 7
p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Houston at L.A. Lakers, ESPN, 9:30 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Minnesota at Grizzlies, FSSE, 7 p.m.
Golf: HSBC Champions, Golf, 10 p.m.
Hockey: NHL, Boston at N.Y. Rangers, NBC Sports, 7 p.m.
Hockey: NHL, Nashville at Anaheim, FSTN, 9:30 p.m.
Soccer: MLS playoffs, Philadelphia at Toronto FC, ESPN2,
6:30 p.m.
Volleyball: Mississippi State women at Arkansas, SEC Net-
work, 7 p.m.

Radio
Basketball: NBA, Minnesota at Grizzlies, WMFS 680
AM/92.9 FM, 6:30 p.m.
This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations
and networks, and is subject to late changes without notice.
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Sports editor
David Williams » 901-529-2310 » david.williams@commercialappeal.com

Here's a look at the Shelby County soccer teams who
will competing at the state soccer tournament, which
begins today at Siegel Soccer Park in Murfreesboro.
The AAA championship game will be 11 a.m. Saturday,
followed by the Division 2-AA game at 4 p.m. and the
D2-A game at 6:30 p.m.

AAA

Collierville
Coach: Brittany Streger
Record: 15-3-3
Last appearance: 2015
State titles: One (2005) 
Quarterfinal opponent: Lincoln County (21-1-0)
Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. on Field No. 2
Storylines: The Dragons have been terrific throughout
2016, with two of their three losses coming to Houston,
so don't expect them to be fazed by the big-game atmos-
phere at state. Kate Johnson scored the late winner
against Bartlett in the sectional in the final minute of
play and that victory could spur them on this week.
With veterans like Kammy McGee, Avery Omar, Lau-
ren Lannan and Lauren Webber on board, Collierville
will be hard to beat.
Houston
Coach: David Wolff
Record: 17-0-2
Last appearance: 2015
State titles: Seven (1996, 1998, 2004, 2009, 2010, 2013,
2015)
Quarterfinal opponent: McMinn County (12-8-2)
Wednesday at 4 p.m. on Field No. 3
Storylines: The Mustangs just need to do what they've
been doing all year, and over the last three seasons for
that matter. Defense has been crucial to Houston's
spectacular run since 2013 (82-1-5 record, two titles, one
runner-up) but Wollf's team has outdone itself this year,
allowing just two goals (one on a penalty) all year. Goal-
keeper Kaylee Hammer and all-star defender Katrina
Ostrom are the senior leaders but Wolff's rotation pol-
icy keeps everyone on its toes and ready to contribute.
With star Paola Ellis (ACL) injured, players like Jenna
Kemp, Cara Brown and Jillian Hildreth will be depend-
ed on to create offense.

Division 2-AA

Briarcrest
Coach: Alexis Heinz
Record: 12-1-5
Last appearance: 2015
State titles: One (2015)
Semifinal opponent: Nashville Ensworth (11-3-3) Fri-
day at 4 p.m. on Field No. 3
Storylines: Getting the second goal will be vital; the
Saints have allowed only eight goals all year with 13

shutouts but at times have struggled to score. Kaitlyn
Echols and Peyton Moore form an excellent center-
back combination while sophomore Julia Perrusquia
holds down the midfield. Kylee Bright, Kaylee Smith-
meier and Sydney Ham have been linking up well in re-
cent games and Heinz hopes they'll put some balls in the
back of the net this weekend.
Hutchison
Coach: Candice Spinolas
Record: 5-6-5
Last appearance: 2006
State titles: none
Semifinal opponent: Nashville Father Ryan (9-2-6)
Friday at 4 p.m. on Field No. 1
Storylines: Spinolas says the energy around the pro-
gram's first state trip in a decade is the best she's seen
in seven years as coach with players adopting an all-
for-one, one-for-all approach that spurred them to fin-
ish with four victories and three draws in their last
eight games. The underdog Sting will be facing a phys-
ical team in Father Ryan and can't afford to let the
Fighting Irish dictate play but as long as they keep sup-
porting one another and working hard, they could sur-
prise.

Division 2-A

ECS
Coach: Jordan Thompson
Record: 15-3-1
Last appearance: 2015
State titles: One (2015)
Semifinal opponent: University School of Nashville
(13-9-0) Friday at 4:30 p.m. on Field No. 4
Storylines: It sounds obvious but Thompson feels like
his team will be in good shape if it can score goals, pref-
erably early in the match. Center backs Caitlyn Som-
ogyi and Graham Sippel and fullbacks Caroline Coo-
lidge and Hailey Rogers have defended well all season
and when the Eagles get a lead, their possession-based
style makes them tough to come back against. Molly
Martin and Maddy Stolnicki will need to be at their cre-
ative best up front.
St. George's
Coach: Tony Whicker
Record: 14-4-3
Last appearance: 2015
State titles: Three (2007, 2009, 2013)
Semifinal opponent: Battle Ground Academy (22-1-1)
Friday at 4:30 p.m. on Field No. 2
Storylines: Whicker has seen this movie before; the
Gryphons and BGA meet for the fifth straight year in
the semis with the Wildcats winning the last two and St.
George's the two before that. The coach wants his team
to possess with a purpose against a direct-playing team
with a very good midfield. Goalkeeper Ann Ragan Gris-
som and center-back Olivia Fitzgerald have been solid
all year while Sydney Brown and Isabel Correia will be
relied on to supply creativity in the final third of the
field. 
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Breaking down each state tournament team

Harding Academy’s Kevin Starks has been named
TSSAA basketball coach of the year for the 2015-2016
school year.

Starks guided the Lions to a 22-11finish, culminating
in a memorable state championship game against
Franklin Road Academy as Harding rallied from a 31-
point deficit midway through the third quarter to win
87-86 in overtime. Now heading into his 13th season,
Starks has a career record of 213-158 and has won three
Division 2-A state championships.

In August, Starks was voted The Commercial Ap-
peal’s Memphis Most best sports coach.

Harding has also been named the winner of the Blue-
Cross Championship Series award. The honor recogniz-
es the high school with the highest performing athletic
program with points awarded based on quarterterfinal,
semifinal and championship appearances. Only schools
with no reported incidents of unsportsmanlike behav-
ior are eligible.

WRIGHT TO COACH IN ALL-STAR GAME

Major Wright, who has guided Raleigh-Egypt foot-
ball to a 9-0 record and a state ranking in Class 3A, will
coach the West team at the Toyota East-West all-star
game, which will be played Dec. 9 in Cookeville.

Wright’s staff will have a local flavor as well, with
Harding’s Johnny Allen and Woodrow Lowe of Bolivar

Central serving as assistants. Tony Lambert of Oneida
will coach the East team.

For the first time, this year’s game will be streamed
live on ESPN3.

HIGH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

Harding’s Starks named the state’s
basketball coach of year by TSSAA
JOHN VARLAS
JOHN.VARLAS@COMMERCIALAPPEAL.COM

SPECIAL TO THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

Harding’s Kevin Starks has been named TSSAA basketball
coach of the year after guiding the Lions to the Division 2-A
state title

The Titans will either remain in contention for the
AFC South championship at the midpoint of the season
or have some serious soul searching to perform de-
pending on whether they beat the Jaguars on Thursday
night at Nissan Stadium.

With a 3-4 record, the Titans remain just a game be-
hind the Texans for first place in the AFC South. But
with an 0-2 mark in the division following Sunday’s loss
to the Colts, the Titans cannot afford another defeat,
certainly not against the last place Jaguars (2-4, 1-0).

Here are five pressing questions heading into the Ti-
tans’ only primetime game this season:

1. Can Marcus Mariota avoid the big mistake?
The Titans’ second-year franchise quarterback of-

ten flashes superstar potential. In fact, his eight touch-
down passes over the last three weeks ties Tom Brady
and Matthew Stafford for most in the NFL over that
span. And he also ran for a score during that stretch.

But Mariota has proven unable to hang onto the foot-
ball, particularly at home, where he’s turned the ball
over in every game he’s played — 19 turnovers in 10 ca-
reer games. He has seven turnovers in four home
games this season, including a game-sealing fumble re-
turned for a touchdown Sunday against the Colts. An
interception earlier in the game was wiped out by an
Indianapolis penalty away from the play.

2. Will Blake Bortles pick apart the Titans’ second-
ary?

Bortles has regressed significantly in his third sea-
son as the Jaguars’ quarterback, a startling develop-
ment after he tossed 35 touchdowns a year ago. He’s
ranked among the worst in the league in completion
percentage (59.7) and passer rating (76.8) and his nine
interceptions are the third-most in the NFL.

But the Titans will likely be without cornerback Per-
rish Cox, who suffered a concussion Sunday, leaving ei-
ther Antwon Blake or Brice McCain to start opposite
Jason McCourty. The Jaguars have receivers capable
of making the Titans pay.

Also, veteran strong safety Rashad Johnson (neck)
has not practiced this week. Rookie Kevin Byard would
see more playing time in Johnson’s absence.

3. Will DeMarco Murray gash the Jaguars up
front?

The Jaguars’ defense suffered a devastating blow
when nose tackle Roy Miller tore his right Achilles in
Sunday’s loss to the Raiders. He’s out for the season.

“He is obviously a very, very talented player for us
and the heart and soul of that defensive line meeting
room,” Jaguars coach Gus Bradley said. “He’s got great
respect from not only the defensive line room but the
whole team. When you lose a player of that caliber, it’s
tough to replace somebody like that. So we’ll have to ad-
just, and it will be a little bit more by committee.”

Murray rushed for more than 100 yards Sunday
against the Colts, the third time in five games he’s sur-
passed the century mark.

4. Can Jalen Ramsey keep his cool?
The rookie defensive back from Smyrna, selected by

the Jaguars with the fifth overall pick in the draft, has
made his presence felt both on and off the field. And not
always in a positive way.

He’s unquestionably among the team’s top defensive
players, but has shown a penchant for letting his emo-
tions get the best of him, most recently being ejected
for fighting in the fourth quarter against the Raiders.

5. Can the Titans make it three straight against
the Jags in Nashville?

By losing to the Colts, the Titans came up empty in
their bid for the first three-game winning streak since
early 2011. But they have a change to dump the Jaguars
in Nashville for a third consecutive season.

The Jags were the only team the Titans were able to
beat at home in each of the previous two years, winning
16-14 in 2014 and 42-39 last season, when Mariota be-
came the first player in league history to pass for more
than 250 yards with three touchdowns and rush for
more than 100 yards in the same game. His 87-yard
touchdown run was the longest play from scrimmage in
the NFL last season.

The Titans have a 4-7 record in Thursday games. 

TITANS FOOTBALL

Titans face must-win situation against Jaguars
JASON WOLF
USA TODAY NETWORK — TENNESSEE 


