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Redbirds manager Mike Shildt called up to
Cardinals: Mike Shildt, who managed the Memphis
Redbirds during the 2015 and 2016 seasons, has
been promoted to the uniformed position of quality

control coach with the St. Louis Car-
dinals, the organization announced
Thursday.

The Redbirds say their new man-
ager will be announced “in the com-
ing months.”

Shildt, who posted a 138-148 rec-
ord as Memphis manager, has been
with the Cardinals organization since

2004. He and the Cardinals will return to AutoZone
Park for a “Battle of the Birds” exhibition game on
March 30, 2017.
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Eagles release WR Josh Huff: The Eagles have
released wide receiver Josh Huff, two days after
he was arrested on gun and drug charges.

Huff was charged Tuesday with possession of a
9 mm handgun without a permit and having a small
amount of marijuana after he was pulled over for
speeding on the New Jersey side of the Walt Whit-
man bridge.

Huff was also cited for driving while intoxicat-
ed by the officer. His attorney, Fortunato Perri Jr.,
said Huff is licensed to carry in Texas and the gun
was not loaded when he was stopped Tuesday
morning.

Huff apologized to his teammates on Wednesday
and coach Doug Pederson said he planned to use
him against the Giants this week. But Pederson
spoke to reporters before Huff told reporters he
carries a gun because he doesn’t trust people in his
hometown of Houston and he has to protect his
family. Huff also said he believes all athletes carry
guns.

Kevin Turner, lead NFL concussion suit plain-
tiff, had CTE: Researchers say they have found a
traumatic brain disease in former Eagles and Pa-
triots fullback Kevin Turner, who was the lead
plaintiff in a concussion lawsuit against the NFL.

Announcing the results of their study at a con-
ference at Boston University on Thursday, the
doctors say Turner developed chronic traumatic
encephalopathy over 25 years, playing from youth
football up through the NFL.

Turner died in March at the age of 46 of compli-
cations from Lou Gehrig’s disease, which is also
called amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS. Re-
searchers at BU and the Veterans Administration
studied his brain and found the most advanced
stage of chronic traumatic encephalopathy with
motor neuron disease.

CTE has been linked to repeated brain trauma
and to Lou Gehrig’s disease. Dr. Ann McKee says
this is the strongest possible case showing a link
between CTE and ALS.

Bills’ McCoy returns to practice: Buffalo Bills
running back LeSean McCoy expects to play at
Seattle on Monday night after testing his injured
left hamstring in practice.

McCoy said “I’m ready to roll” in noting how
good he felt physically and mentally during prac-
tice Thursday. It was his first time back on the
field since aggravating the injury in a 28-25 loss at
Miami on Oct. 23.

The Bills (4-4) have lost two straight and could
certainly use their top offensive threat. McCoy
leads the team with 598 yards rushing and has
scored seven touchdowns, including one receiving.

Cubs’ victory is most-watched Series game
since 1991: The Chicago Cubs’ curse-breaking
victory over the Cleveland Indians in Game 7
reached 40 million viewers, making it the most-
watched World Series game since 1991.

The Nielsen company said the World Series as a
whole averaged 23.4 million viewers. 

That was the most popular World Series since
another curse-breaking year, when the Boston Red
Sox beat the St. Louis Cardinals in 2004 to end a
long drought.

The victory early Thursday marked the team’s
first World Series championship since 1908. The
Cubs did it in thrilling fashion, topping the Indians
8-7 in 10 innings for their third straight victory.

The game peaked at just under 50 million view-
ers between 11:30 and 11:45 p.m. ET, an extraordi-
nary number given that it was so late for viewers
on the East Coast.

It was another epic Game 7, between the Minne-
sota Twins and Atlanta Braves in 1991, that reached
50.3 million viewers, Nielsen said.

Giants exercise 2017 contract option for lefty
Moore: Matt Moore’s $7 million contract option for
2017 has been exercised by the San Francisco Gi-
ants, who acquired the left-hander at the trade
deadline from Tampa Bay and counted on his con-
tributions to reach the playoffs.

The wild-card Giants lost to the World Series
champion Cubs in a four-game NL Division Series.
Now, they will have their rotation intact with Madi-
son Bumgarner, Johnny Cueto, Jeff Samardzija,
Moore and perhaps Matt Cain.

Moore went 6-5 with a 4.08 ERA in 12 starts
after joining San Francisco, winning four of his
final five outings and going 4-2 in September. He
pitched eight strong innings against the Cubs in
Game 4 of the NLDS before the bullpen surren-
dered four runs in the ninth of a 6-5 loss.

In the news

Shildt 

Television
Autos: Sprint Cup, AAA Texas 500 qualifying, delayed, NBC
Sports, 9:30 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, New York at Chicago, ESPN, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, L.A. Clippers at Grizzlies, FSSE, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Golden State at L.A. Lakers, ESPN, 9:30
p.m.
Boxing: Taras Shelestyuk vs. Jaime Herrera, Showtime, 9:35
p.m.
Football: Central Michigan at Miami-Ohio, CBS Sports, 5
p.m.
Football: Temple at UConn, ESPN2, 6 p.m.
Football: San Jose State at Boise State, ESPN2, 9:15 p.m.
Golf: LPGA, TOTO Japan Classic, delayed, Golf, 9 a.m.
Golf: Champions Tour, Dominion Charity Classic, Golf, 12:30
p.m.
Golf: PGA, Shriners Hospitals for Children Open, Golf, 3:30
p.m.

Radio
Basketball: NBA, L.A. Clippers at Grizzlies, WMFS 680
AM/92.9 FM, 6:30 p.m.
Football: Preps, Covington at Dyersburg, WKBQ-FM 93.5,
6:45 p.m.
Football: Preps, St. Benedict at CBHS, WPGF-FM 87.7, 6:50
p.m.
Football: Preps, Franklin Road Aca. at Harding, WHBQ-AM
560, 6:50 p.m.
Football: Preps, Hardin Co. vs. Ridgeway, WQOX-FM 88.5, 7
p.m.

This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations
and networks, and is subject to late changes without notice.

On the air

CONTACT
Sports editor
David Williams » 901-529-2310 » david.williams@commercialappeal.com

The TSSAA’s high school football playoffs get
cranked up Friday. Here’s a look at what to expect as
Shelby-Metro teams take the first step on the road to
Cookeville. All games are at 7 p.m. and seedings are in
parentheses.

Class 6A

(8) Bartlett (3-7) at (1) Mt. Juliet (8-2)
Storylines: Mt. Juliet won the championship in a

competitive Region 3 and will likely be too much for the
Panthers, who went 0-14 in their two seasons in Region
4.

(5) Ravenwood (5-5) at (4) Houston (4-5)
Storylines: Four-five games are usually pretty tight.

Ravenwood has dropped off a good bit from its 2015
state championship while the Mustangs have taken
some big strides after a 1-10 finish last year. The Rap-
tors can expect a steady dose of Carson Blackfan
(whose 231 carries are second only to Munford’s Chaz
Hayes among area running backs).

(6) Collierville (3-7) at (3) Wilson Central (8-2)
Storylines: The Dragons have a chance, provided

they can put some time-consuming drives together and
keep Wilson Central’s high-powered offense (37.7
points per game) off the field.

(7) Nashville McGavock (1-9) at (2) Cordova (9-1)
Storylines: It will be interesting to see how the

Wolves respond after last week’s loss to Whitehaven in
which they were held to just 134 total yards. McGavock
has lost seven straight and has given up at least at least
30 points eight times.

(7) Germantown (3-7) at (2) Franklin (8-2)
Storylines: No team has blown hot and cold more

than the Red Devils, who impressively defeated Arling-
ton last week and pushed Whitehaven to the final min-
ute of the game but suffered lopsided league losses to
Houston, Collierville and White Station. Franklin’s po-
tent ground game (242.6 yards per game) will cause
problems.

(6) Antioch (3-7) vs. (3) White Station (6-4) at Ger-
mantown

Storylines: You get the feeling that the Spartans are
just waiting in the weeds, waiting to pull some postsea-
son shockers. Coach Joe Rocconi has a terrific group of
skill players who can put up points in a hurry (90 in the
last two games).

(5) Arlington (5-5) at (4) Nashville Overton (6-4)
Storylines: Tigers quarterback Tate Kolwyck led

Shelby County in passing (243.2) and total offense
(271.6) during the regular season. The Bobcats will do
well if they can keep him under reasonable control.

(8) Lebanon (1-9) at (1) Whitehaven (10-0)
Storylines: The Tigers have allowed just 85 points

this year (nine in the last three games) and should have
another good defensive night against a team whose
coach, Sam Harp, has already announced his resigna-
tion.

Class 5A

(4) Bolton (5-5) at (1) Centennial (9-1)
Storylines: Bolton has done well to make the post-

season for the first time since 2012 but draw a very
tough opponent in the Cougars, who have won eight in a
row and lost only to Independence, the state’s top 5A
team.

(3) Henry County (5-4) at (2) Brighton (7-3)
Storylines: Paris is always tough on visiting teams

but the Cardinals should be fine provided they continue
the fine running of Malik Matthews (810 yards, 10
touchdowns)

(3) Kirby (4-6) at (2) Brentwood (6-4)
Storylines: An impressive Week 11 victory over

Southwind lifted the Cougars into the playoffs. Hosea
Franklin (373 all-purpose yards, 5 touchdowns) came
through big and will have to be a leader again if Kirby is
to pull the upset.

(4) Rossview (5-5) vs. (1) Central (9-1) at Crump
Storylines: Central’s top back (Rashad Haynes)

ranks 49th in Shelby County and its quarterback
(Chauncey Hopkins) is 48th. Yet the Warriors have won
nine in a row after a six-point loss to undefeated MUS
behind a stout Trevis Hopper-led defense and a share-
the-wealth approach to offense.

Class 4A

(4) Millington (2-8) at (1) Haywood County (9-1)
Storylines: After an 0-6 start, the Trojans are in the

postseason for the sixth year in a row but likely strug-
gle against the Tomcats and their potent running at-
tack, led by sophomores Decourtney Reed (812 yards,
10 TDs) and Deyondrius Hines (603, 11).

(3) Jackson North Side (7-3) vs. (2) East (8-2) at
Melrose

Storylines: Running back Timothy Taylor, defen-
sive lineman Timmarious Jefferson and the rest of the
Mustangs will be locked in for this one after last
week’s loss to Ridgeway that cost them the region
championship.

(3) Craigmont (2-8) at (2) Lexington (8-2)
Storylines: The Chiefs have struggled to score in

quite a few games this season and will likely have trou-
ble in this one; Lexington has allowed 14 points or less
on six occasions.

(4) Hardin County (7-3) vs. Ridgeway (7-3)
Storylines: Ponder this for a moment; the Roadrun-

ners’ three losses have been to Whitehaven (10-0), MUS
(10-0) and West Monroe-La. (7-1-1). Athletes like Kun-
darrius Taylor, Vincent Taylor and Tyrique Sandusky
will give them the edge on offense, along with defen-
sive back Joseph Newberry (eight interceptions).

Class 3A

(4) Fayette-Ware (8-2) at Jackson Liberty Magnet
Tech (8-2)

Storylines: The hosts won Region 7 for the third
straight year while the Wildcats are in the playoffs for
the first time since 2006. Both teams are loaded with
athletes and line play will be a key determining factor.

(3) Milan (8-2) at (2) Bolivar Central (8-2)
Storylines: Drek Lewis (1,421yards, 22 touchdowns)

is one of the better running backs in west Tennessee for
Bolivar, which is playing at home in the postseason for
the first time since 1998. Milan will counter with the ex-
plosive Lamartez Brooks (1,006 yards, eight touch-
downs, four punt return touchdowns),

(3) Covington (6-4) at (2) Dyersburg (8-2)
Storylines: Tough match-up for the Chargers but

they’re heading into it on a nice roll. Covington has won
its last four and has scored 46, 66 and 57 in three of
those.

(4) South Gibson (7-3) at (1) Raleigh-Egypt (9-1)
Storylines: It’s been a remarkable season for the

Pharaohs but now they’ll have to do something they
haven’t done all year, pick themselves up after a loss.
DaShawn Boyland (1,417 yards, 16 touchdowns) is a
good picker-upper.

Class 2A

(4) Hillcrest (1-9) vs. (1) Mitchell (6-4) at Freeman
Storylines: There are a lot of good teams around the

state in 2A and Mitchell has the talent to compete with
just about all of them. DeAndre Bobo is a terrific play-
maker and Hakim Carothers is a handful on the defen-
sive line.

Class 1A

(4) Booker T. Washington (1-8) at (1) Dresden (10-0)
Storylines: It took nearly 20 quarters for the War-

riors to get their first points of 2016. The Lions are aver-
aging 50.6 per contest. 

(3) Trenton Peabody (7-3) vs. (2) Middle College
(6-4) at the Fairgrounds

Storylines: If Middle College is going to get its first
playoff W in school history, it will have to defend better
than it did against KIPP last week. The Phoenix rolled
up 402 yards, 265 on the ground.

(4) Humboldt (6-4) vs. (1) KIPP (6-3) at Halle
Storylines: Humboldt’s challenge? Try and slow

down Orreon Finley. The senior is averaging nearly 24
yards per catch with 17 touchdowns and has accounted
for every receiving yard in KIPP’s last two games.

Division 2-AA

(West 4) St. Benedict (3-7) at (West 3) CBHS
Storylines: The Brothers won the regular-season

meeting 35-0 on Oct. 14 and won’t be in a great mood
after last week’s loss to arch-rival MUS that dropped
them into the third seed and cost them a first-round bye.

Division 2-A

(East/Middle 3) Franklin Road Academy (1-8) at
(West 2) Harding (8-1)

Storylines: In case FRA hasn’t been paying attention
here’s a pointer; don’t kick to Calvin Austin. The Lions
speed-burner has returned six kicks for touchdowns
this year (four punts, two kickoffs). A probable match-
up against Knoxville Webb is on the line for Harding.

(West 3) FACS (7-3) at (East/Middle 2) Davidson
Academy (7-3)

Storylines: The Crusaders and Jack Grissom (2,150
yards, 24 touchdowns, five interceptions) can put up
points and yards with the best of them while Davidson
Academy scored 188 in winning its last four to close the
regular season. Should be a fun one. 

(West 4) ECS (2-8) at (West 1) St. George’s (8-2)
Storylines: Barring a successful late appeal, the de-

fending champs will be without star Chase Hayden,
who was ejected under questionable circumstances
against USJ last week. Quarterback Ben Glass and re-
ceiver Corey Jones hooked up 10 times for 245 yards
and five touchdowns and that one and also went over
200 in the first meeting this year.

(West 4) Tipton-Rosemark (5-5) at (West 1) Lau-
sanne (10-0)

Storylines: Kevin Locastro’s Lynx are brimming
with confidence and why not? With Eric Gray (1,479
yards, 28 touchdowns, 33 total touchdowns) leading the
way, Lausanne has a winning margin of 34 points per
game and has mercy-ruled four of its last six oppo-
nents.

(West 3) Fayette Academy (7-3) at (East/Middle 2)
Donelson Christian (7-3)

Storylines: The Wildcats’ ground game has been ex-
tremely effective with six players going for 200 yards
or more this season. DCA is also a run-first team which
means both teams will have to finish their drives with
points.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
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Kundarrius Taylor and Ridgeway open the 4A playoffs against Hardin County tonight at Kirby.

FIRST-ROUND ACTION
GETS GOING TONIGHT
JOHN VARLAS
JOHN.VARLAS@COMMERCIALAPPEAL.COM


