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Television
Auto racing: IMSA WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship Series, Acura
SportsCar Challenge at Mid-Ohio, FS2,
noon 
Auto racing: NASCAR Monster Energy
Cup Series, AAA 400 Drive for Autism,
FS1, 1 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, San Francisco at Atlan-
ta, FSSO, 12:30 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, L.A. Dodgers vs. San
Diego, ESPN, 3 p.m. 
Baseball: MLB, Chicago Cubs at St.
Louis, ESPN, 7 p.m. 
Basketball: NBA playoffs, Western
Conference semifinal, Game 4, Golden
St. at New Orleans, WATN (24), 2:30
p.m.
Basketball: NBA playoffs, Western
Conference semifinal, Game 4, Hous-
ton at Utah, TNT, 7 p.m. 
Beach volleyball: AVP Tour, FIVB Hun-
tington Beach Open, NBCSN, 10:30
p.m.
Bowling: PBA Tour, League semifinals,
ESPN, 11 a.m.
College baseball: Florida at Texas
A&M, ESPN2, noon
College baseball: Texas at Texas Tech,
FSSE, 2 p.m.
College softball: Arkansas at LSU,
ESPN2, 3 p.m.
College volleyball: NCAA Beach Vol-
leyball Tournament, second semifinal,
ESPN2, 10:30 a.m.
College volleyball: NCAA Beach Vol-
leyball Tournament, championship,
ESPN, 1 p.m.
Drag racing: NHRA, Southern Nation-
als qualifying, FS1, 10:30 a.m.
Drag racing: NHRA, Southern Nation-
als finals, FS1, 5 p.m.
Golf: PGA Tour, Wells Fargo Champi-
onship, final round, GOLF Channel,
noon
Golf: Champions Tour, Insperity In-
vitational, final round, GOLF Channel,
2 p.m.
Golf: PGA Tour, Wells Fargo Champi-
onship, final round, WREG (3), 2 p.m.
Golf: LPGA Tour, Volunteers of Amer-
ica Texas Classic, final round, GOLF
Channel, 4:30 p.m.
Hockey: NHL Stanley Cup playoffs,
Eastern Conference semifinals, Game
5, Boston at Tampa Bay, WMC (5), 2
p.m.
Hockey: NHL Stanley Cup playoffs,
Western Conference semifinals, Game
6, Vegas at San Jose, NBCSN, 6:30
p.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Manchester
City vs. Huddersfield Town, NBCSN,
7:30 a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Arsenal vs.
Burnley, CNBC, 10:30 a.m.
Soccer: Premier League, Chelsea vs.
Liverpool, NBCSN, 10:30 a.m.

Radio
Baseball: MLB, Chicago Cubs at St.
Louis, WMC 790, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA playoffs, Western
Conference semifinal, Game 4, Golden
St. at New Orleans, WMFS 92.9/680,
2:30 p.m.
College baseball: Ole Miss at South
Carolina, WHBQ 87.7/560, 10:30 a.m. 
College baseball: UConn at Memphis,
WUMR 91.7, 1 p.m.

This listing is compiled using in-
formation supplied by stations and
networks and is subject to late
changes without notice.

ON THE AIR

All the usual ingredients have gone
into making the 2018 season a special
one for the University of Memphis soft-
ball team.

Quality pitching. Productive bats. A
good, solid defense. 

And tacos.
“We do Taco Tuesdays,” said senior

shortstop Kyler Trosclair. “The seniors
came with something as a way to keep
to keep everybody together. The seniors
cook and every class brings a little
something and we just get together
Tuesday night after practice.”

You can’t argue with the methods.
Heading into the final series of the reg-
ular season this week at Houston, the
Tigers have already accomplished more
than any other team in the history of
the program. Memphis entered the
weekend with a 36-17 record and a shot
at its first conference title.

Regardless, coach Natalie Poole’s
group will be one of the teams to watch
when the AAC tournament gets under
way Thursday in Tampa.

“We have seven more wins than
we’ve had in any previous season,” said
Poole, now in her seventh season. “I
think our upperclassmen have taken
the leadership role well.

“And it’s been really nice to see our
freshmen have found their voice into
feeling like they can be contributors. So
from seniors to freshmen, there’s a
sense of ownership.”

Heading into the weekend, the Ti-
gers were batting .312 and on pace to
break the school’s single-season aver-
age record. With 72 hits, Trosclair stood
eight away from tying the record of 80
set last year by now-graduatedLindsay
Crowdus.

Four players — Trosclair (.404), Bay-
lee Smith (.397), Delaney Smith (.362)
and Ashley Threatt (.323) — were hit-
ting over .300.

“Hitting is just insane what we’ve
done this year,” said Trosclair.

The pitching, led by Molly Smith,
hasn’t been too bad either. Smith —
who hails from Yamhill, Ore. (popula-
tion 1,024) — is the school’s all-time ca-
reer strikeout leader with 459. Her 11
shutouts mark the first time a Tiger has
reached double figures and her 24 wins
this year are also a school record. 

“We came up with goals (in the pre-
season) and numbers we wanted to
reach and we’re just slowing chipping
away,” Smith said. “We’ve really bought
into the process of just taking it one
pitch at a time and giving everything for
that one pitch.

“If it works it works and if it doesn’t
we let it go and we attack the next
pitch.”

They plan to attack the postseason
as well, despite being in an unfamiliar
role as contenders.

“Ideally for us, we don’t want to get
this close and fall apart,” Poole said.
“We talk all the time about ... we’re try-
ing to be the best version of self.”

Locals earn their
trip to Spring Fling

Several local athletes earned their
trip to Spring Fling with regional victo-
ries in tennis and track and field.

In Division II-AA, Jack Powell of
Memphis University School qualified
with a 3-6, 6-3, 6-0 victory over team-
mate Greg Guo. The Owls also had both
doubles finalists as Weston Touliatos
and Spencer Richey defeated Luke
Donovan and Mac Owen for the title,
6-3, 6-4.

On the girls side, Eesha Gudiseva of

St. Mary’s downed Grace Anne Duna-
vant of Hutchison 6-2, 4-6, 6-2 to win
singles. Anne Grinder and A.C. Lee of
Hutchison won doubles, 6-2, 6-2 over
Morgan Richman and Meggy Mueller.

State competitors in the Division II
decathlon and pentathlon were also
decided with Dorian Hopkins of MUS
and Rachel Sullivan of Briarcrest tak-
ing top honors.

Hopkins, the Owls junior star line-
backer and wrestling standout, won the
100, long jump, triple jump, shot put
and discus to finish with 5,548 points.
Teammate Gavin McKay was second
while Bryce Swinton of CBHS was
third.

Sullivan, also a junior, won the high
jump and the 800 to finish with 2,463
points, 87 ahead of St. Agnes’ Olivia
Bernston, who won the other three
events. St. Mary’s freshman Kalen In-
gram was third.

Football scholars honored

Thirteen of the area’s best scholar-
athletes were honored at the National
Football Foundation and College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame dinner that was held
last week at Rhodes College.

Honored for their academic excel-
lence where Logan Barham of Inde-
pendence (Miss.), Micah Brecken-
ridge of White Station, Bradley Ellis of
Briarcrest, Patrick Healy of CBHS,
Harding’s Ty Kimberlin, Arlington’s
Tate Kolwyck, Bolivar’s Daniel Lake,
Germantown’s Ted Lyons, Devon Rob-
inson of Whitehaven, Nathan Tatko of
Northpoint and Bobby Wade of MUS.
College players Gabe Kuhn (Memphis)
and Bron McPherson were also hon-
ored.

CBHS coach Thomas McDaniel was
the recipient of this year’s Rex Award,
presented in memory of former Mem-
phis State coach Rex Dockery, who died
in a plane crash along with three others
in 1983. McDaniel coached the Brothers
to 11 straight victories in 2017 before
falling to Montgomery Bell Academy in
the Division II-AAA semifinals.

Mike O’Neill, who stepped down as
Collierville’s coach following a first-
round playoff win over Houston in or-
der to begin cancer treatments, was
presented with the Mario Reed Courage
Award. Reed was a former Millington
player who was paralyzed during a
game in 1997.

Thornberry picks up
another accolade

The last year or so has been tremen-
dously successful for Ole Miss golfer
Braden Thornberry. And now he is in
line for another prestigious award.

Thornberry — who starred at DeSoto

Central before signing with the Rebels
— is one of three finalists for the 2018
Ben Hogan Award, which is presented
to the country’s top college golfer
among all divisions. Past winners in-
clude PGA standouts such as Jon
Rahm (2015-16) and Rickie Fowler
(2008).

Currently ranked atop the Golfweek/
AmateurGolf.com rankings, Thornber-
ry won the NCAA title in 2017 and fin-
ished the year with a nation-leading
69.57 stroke average. He also won the
Sunnehanna Amateur and tied for
fourth at the FedEx St. Jude Classic, the
highest finish by an amateur in a PGA
event in 52 years.

The other finalists are Doug Ghim of
Texas and California’s Collin Morika-
wa.

The Hogan Award will be presented
May 21 at Colonial Country Club in Fort
Worth, Texas. The winner will also re-
ceive an exemption into the 2019 Fort
Worth Invitational.

Lynx are champs once again

Led by a medalist performance from
Corrie Kuehn, the Rhodes College golf
team has won the SAA title for the sec-
ond year in a row. The victory also
sends the Lynx to the NCAA Division III
tournament for the fifth straight time.

Kuehn, a junior, birdied Nos. 17 and
18 to take the top honors at GreyStone
Golf Club in Dickson. He finished at 2-
over 218.

All six Rhodes golfers finished in the
top 15 to help the Lynx finish 20 strokes
ahead of Oglethorpe and Sewanee in
the team competition and earn coach
Bill Cochran the league’s coaching
award. The NCAA tournament is set for
May 15-18 in Greensboro, N.C.

Make The Right Call camp is back

Several Memphis-area professional
football standouts will be on hand for
this year’s Make The Right Call youth
football camp, which takes place May 19
at the Liberty Bowl.

Among the standouts appearing will
be Dontari Poe of the Panthers, Darren
Bates of the Titans, Will Redmond of
the Chiefs, Lonnie Ballentine of the
Texans, Marlon Brown of the Bears
and Wynton McManis of the CFL’s Cal-
gary Stampeders. The camp — now in
its sixth year and headed by Fairley
football coach Gene Robinson — is for
players 14-18 and is by invitation only.

Sunday Sports Brunch is a weekly
look at movers, shakers and newsmak-
ers on the Memphis sports scene, from
youth level to the pros. If you have an
item of interest, please contact John
Varlas at john.varlas@commercialap-
peal.com.

Kyler Trosclair leads the University of Memphis softball team with a .404 average and has a shot at the single-season hits
record as well. JOE MURPHY/UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS ATHLETICS

Tigers’ softball in unfamiliar
territory as title contender

Hutchison's Grace Anne Dunavant is headed back to Spring Fling after finishing
runner-up in the Division II-AA West Region singles tournament. JIM WEBER/THE
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NHL warns Bruins’ Marchand
to stop licking opponents

The NHL has told Brad Marchand to
stop licking opponents or the Boston
Bruins forward will face punishment.

Senior vice president of hockey op-
erations Colin Campbell spoke to Mar-
chand and Bruins general manager
Don Sweeney on Saturday about Mar-
chand’s actions against Tampa Bay a
night earlier. Marchand licked Light-
ning forward Ryan Callahan on the
face during Game 4 of their second-
round series after appearing to do the
same to Toronto’s Leo Komarov earlier
in the playoffs.

The league says Marchand has been
put on notice that his actions are unac-
ceptable and that similar behavior in
the future will be dealt with through
supplemental discipline. He could be
fined or suspended by the NHL if he
continues to lick players.

“All I’m going to say is there is abso-
lutely no place in our game for that,”
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “I
don’t get it, I don’t understand it. How
would you feel if I walked over to you
right now and gave you one big lick?
Right from the chin all the way up.
There’s just no place in the game for
that.”

After the game, an overtime loss
that put Boston down 3-1 in the series,
Marchand said Callahan punched him
in the face four times.

“He just kept getting close,” Mar-
chand said. “Nothing big.”
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