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Meet the semifinalists

for The Commercial

Appeal’s girls

basketball player of the year. The

winners will be announced the

inaugural Commercial Appeal

Sports Awards at the Opheum on June 9. The semifinalists and their

two guests are invited to attend the ESPY-type awards show for free.

Tickets are on sale for the event are also available for $31.50 at

sportsawards.commercialappeal.com. More than 100 Memphis-area

athletes and coaches will be honored at the event, which will also

feature guest speaker Archie Manning.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR SEMIFINALISTS

Ashtyn Baker,
Northpoint, sen-
ior: It’s hard to
have a better ca-
reer than Baker;
she led the Trojans
to five straight
state Division 2-A
tournament trips
and titles in 2016
and 2017 (winning
MVP honors both
years). The area’s
only Miss Basket-
ball winner aver-
aged 16.9 points,
5.1 rebounds, 4.8
assists and 5.1
steals for a 29-2
team.

Gabby Craw-
ford, Munford,
junior: Crawford
had a terrific
season for the
Cougars, who
finished 26-7 and
advanced to the
AAA sectionals
before losing.
The repeat all-
metro selection
averaged almost
19 points and 12
rebounds per
game.

Jayla Hemingway,
Houston, sopho-
more: Despite
playing just two
years on the varsi-
ty, Hemingway has
already surpassed
1,000 career points
and looks set for
quite a few more.
The AAA Miss
Basketball finalist
averaged 19.9
points per game
while leading
Houston to a 28-4
mark and a spot in
the state semi-
finals, where they
lost to eventual
winner Riverdale.

Myah LeFlore,
St. Benedict,
senior: LeFlore
closed out her
fine high school
career by being
named one of
three Miss Bas-
ketball finalist in
Division 2-AA.
She averaged
16.8 points per
game as the
Eagles finished
their year with a
loss in the quar-
terfinals.

Johne’ Stewart,
Central, junior:
Stewart was
named to the
AAA all-tourna-
ment team after
averaging just a
shade under 15
during the reg-
ular season. Her
efforts helped
Central to a 30-7
record and a
runner-up finish
in the state’s
largest classifica-
tion.

Myah Taylor, Olive
Branch, senior:
One of the most
honored players
ever to come
through the area,
Taylor was named
third-team USA
Today all-American
and Gatorade state
player of the year
after leading the
Quistors to the 6A
state champion-
ship and a 33-1
record. The two-
time Commercial
Appeal player of
the year averaged
21.6 points, 7.5
assists and 7 steals
per game.

Tesia Thompson,
Hamilton, senior:
Those who saw
Thompson’s last
game won’t easily
forget it; she
scored her team’s
first 29 points
before ending
with 39 in a region
tournament lost to
Houston. The
SEMO signee fin-
ished second in the
city in scoring
during the regular
season, pouring in
just under 26
points per game.

Jireh Washington,
Central, junior:
Along with her
teammate Stewart,
Washington was
named to the AAA
all-tournament
team and is a re-
peat all-metro
performer. She
averaged a team-
high 15.8 points
during the regular
season, leading the
Lady Warriors to
the state tourna-
ment for the sec-
ond year in a row.

AAA ALL-METRO TEAM

Tamia Aldridge, Bolton; Katie Blackmon, Olive Branch;
Endya Buford, Olive Branch; Jasmine Carson, Whiteha-
ven; Kiyah Clark, Cordova; Jakkya Clay, Marion; Keanna
Conner, Melrose; Brianna Cooks, Central; Gabby Craw-
ford, Munford; Elizabeth Dixon, Ridgeway; Kayla Free-
man, East; Alyssa Greer, Hernando; Damiah Griffin,
White Station; Madison Griggs, Houston; Jayla Heming-
way, Houston; Zaire Hicks, White Station; Tremauriya
Hunter, Marion; Desirea Jackson, Kirby; Erica Jones,
Southaven; Sylvia Jones, Brighton; Kira Lowery, South-
wind; Brittni Moore, White Station; Ashley Payne, Bart-
lett; Andrea Rayford, Lewisburg; Johne’ Stewart, Cen-
tral; Lauren Taylor, Collierville; Myah Taylor, Olive
Branch; Tesia Thompson, Hamilton; Jireh Washington,
Central; Ariel Williams, Whitehaven; Lanetta Williams,
Arlington; Caitlyn Wilson, Arlington; Kely Wilson, DeS-
oto Central

A-AA ALL-METRO TEAM

Alexis Acoff, W.E.B. DuBois; Carleesia Austin, Westwood;
Vertonia Bady, Mitchell; Mikayla Beaman, Oakhaven;
Tasia Bland, Raleigh-Egypt; Tia Bland, Covington; Miata
Borders, Mitchell; Kiara Booker, Covington; Bria Brown,
KIPP; Anteresa Dickson, GRAD Academy; Tierney Echols,
MAHS; LaTonia Fairley, Manassas; Surina Finnie, Power
Center Academy; Quinterria Foster, Trezevant; Simphany
Gillard, Memphis Business Academy; Carnessia Griggs,
BTW; Sade Hudson, Trezevant; Akerria James, Craig-
mont; Darrenishia Jackson, BTW; Dyrianda Johnson,
MLK Prep; Antonika Jones, Douglass; Nikita Mays, Shef-
field; Acacia Phillips, City University; Kamequa Rucker,
Memphis Business Academy; Shernika Spencer, MASE;
Derenisha Taylor, Mitchell; Ronni Williams, Raleigh-
Egypt

DIVISION 2
ALL-METRO TEAM

Ashtyn Baker, North-
point; Annaliese
Burnett, MHEA; Zai-
rea Ector, Catholic;
Kristina Feris, St.
Benedict; Lauren
Gross, Northpoint;
Morgan Hunt, Bri-
arcrest; Myah Le-
Flore, St. Benedict;
Lauren Lessel,
Fayette Academy;
Antoinette Lewis,
Harding; Kylie Load-
holt, MHEA; Molly
Martin, ECS; Madison
Moore, Hutchison;
Savanna Owens,
Briarcrest; Caroline
Pietrangelo, St. Ag-
nes; Selena Pruitt,
Lausanne; Lindsey
Vaughn, MHEA;
Megan Sanfratello,
Tipton-Rosemark;
Jade Wells, North-
point; Abbi West,
Tipton-Rosemark;
Lindsey Whiteside,
Northpoint

COACH OF THE YEAR

Rashad Haynes, Central: Haynes guided the Lady War-
riors to the AAA state tournament, losing USA Today’s
No. 1 team in the nation, Murfreesboro Riverdale, in the
final. Central is 64-10 in the last two season under
Haynes.

Reach John Varlas at
john.varlas@commer-
cialappeal.com or on
Twitter @johnvarlas.

ALL-METRO GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM

ALL PHOTOS BY KRIS RUARO
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DAILY PLAYOFF GLANCE
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

SECOND ROUND

Sunday, April 30
Boston 123, Washington 111

Monday, May 1
Cleveland 116, Toronto 105
Houston 126, San Antonio 99

Tuesday, May 2
Boston 129, Washington 119, OT
Golden State 106, Utah 94

Wednesday, May 3
Cleveland 125, Toronto 103, Cleveland leads
series 2-0
San Antonio 121, Houston 96, series tied 1-1

Thursday, May 4
Washington 116, Boston 89, Boston leads se-
ries 2-1
Golden State 115, Utah 104, Golden State
leads series 2-0

Friday, May 5
Cleveland at Toronto, late
San Antonio at Houston, late

Saturday, May 6
Golden State at Utah, 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 7
Cleveland at Toronto, 2:30 p.m.
Boston at Washington, 5:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Houston, 8 p.m.

Monday, May 8
Golden State at Utah, 8 p.m.

Tuesday, May 9
x-Toronto at Cleveland, TBD
x-Houston at San Antonio, TBD

Wednesday, May 10
x-Washington at Boston, TBD
x-Utah at Golden State, TBD

Thursday, May 11
x-Cleveland at Toronto, TBD
x-San Antonio at Houston, TBD

Friday, May 12
x-Boston at Washington, TBD
x-Golden State at Utah, TBD

Sunday, May 14
x-Toronto at Cleveland, TBD
x-Houston at San Antonio, TBD
x-Utah at Golden State, TBD

Monday, May 15
x-Washington at Boston, 8 p.m.

NBA PLAYOFF SCHEDULE

As Jordan Johnson launched what
he would later deem the “biggest shot
in my life,” his father was driving on an
interstate in Indiana. Someone had told
him the wrong tip-off time for Team
Penny’s first game of college basket-
ball’s second live evaluation period last
Friday night outside Indianapolis.

So former Memphis basketball
sharpshooter Mingo Johnson could
only watch a replay of the off-balance
3-pointer his son hit at the buzzer to
propel Team Penny to an unlikely vic-
tory. Not that Jordan Johnson minded

one bit, especially once
he saw how “ecstatic” his
father was when they re-
lived it together. 

“I watched it at least
80 times to 100,” said
Johnson, a class of 2018
recruit who starred at
Central High School this

past season. “In the moment, I wasn’t
really even trying to make the shot. I
was trying to draw the foul, and then
once I knew the ref didn’t call it and I
saw it go in, words can’t explain. I was
just so happy.”

Johnson’s heroics were one of the
highlights of Nike’s Elite Youth Basket-
ball League stop outside Indianapolis
last weekend and kick-started a 2-2
showing by Team Penny. But it was also
a continuation of an intriguing offsea-
son for the 6-foot point guard.

Last month, following Team Penny’s
appearance in Hampton, Va., as part of
the EYBL, Johnson got a call from East
Tennessee State as he was boarding a
plane to come back to Memphis. The
Buccaneers became the first Division-I
school to offer him a scholarship.

“It felt great to know my hard work
is kind of paying off and I know that I’m
not done if I keep working hard,” John-
son said. “Everybody knows that I can
shoot. I’m trying to prove I’m more
than a shooter. I got a good IQ and I can
run a team.”

He’s getting the chance to do that
playing behind Memphis target Alex
Lomax with Team Penny, and Mingo
Johnson constantly reminds him this
offseason is more like an audition.
Though Jordan Johnson hit a game win-
ner for Central in the playoffs to beat
Hamilton this winter, playing against
some of the country’s top prospects is
an entirely new experience.

It’s why last Friday’s shot resonated
so much. Johnson didn’t just win the
game. He also curled off a screen per-
fectly, had the wherewithal to try and
draw a foul and showed he could com-
pete on this stage. During Team Pen-
ny’s first three games of the weekend,
Johnson averaged 8 points and 3.3 as-
sists while playing less than 14 minutes. 

Memphis is not currently involved
in Johnson’s recruiting, but Tennessee-
Martin, Tennessee Tech and Western
Kentucky all expressed interest in re-
cent weeks. Count Mingo Johnson, who
hit 153 3-pointers over two years with
the Tigers, among those excited to see
what’s still to come.

“He was always a little smaller than
everybody else, but he always stuck his
nose in and he was always a tough little
kid. I’m just happy to see his dreams
come true,” Johnson said. “He actually
has a better shot than me. I tell people
that all the time. People take it as me
just saying it because he’s my son, but
in actuality, like when I was 17 years
old, there’s no way in the world I could
shoot like that cat. That boy can shoot
the rock. That’s for sure.”

Ryan Boyce on the move

Ryan Boyce may have a growing list
of suitors, but he isn’t allowing them to
slow down his progress on the court.

The athletic 6-foot-5 wing is begin-
ning to blossom with Team Penny this
offseason, showing off his perimeter
skills and an improved motor that are
attracting more and more college
coaches to track his every move. Fol-
lowing Boyce’s debut on the EYBL last
month, Maryland, Georgia and Tulsa
became the latest schools to offer him a
scholarship, joining Memphis, Florida,
Villanova, Ole Miss and Iowa State,
among others.

“I’ve been working and working,”
said Boyce, known for being one of best
leapers in the Memphis area. “Mainly, I
just base my game off of defense. If I do
well on defense, I know the offense is
going to work for itself. My jumper is
improving tremendously because I re-
member I couldn’t hit anything from
outside. But I’ve been working on that.
Now, I’m trying to work on my drib-
bling, tighten my handles up. This
gives me a chance to move outside,
showcase my outside game a little bit
against smaller guards.”

Boyce, who is rated as a four-star
recruit by Rivals and 247 Sports, will
likely attract more attention in the
months to come. He confirmed to The
Commercial Appeal that he plans to
transfer from Houston High and play
for two-time defending state champion
East during his senior year. Not only
does he play alongside a collection of
future high school teammates with
Team Penny, Boyce wanted the chance
to prove himself playing through East’s
national schedule.

Boyce noted Memphis is one of the
main schools in pursuit right now, as as-
sistant coach Pooh Williamson contacts
him almost every day. At the moment,
however, Florida is his favorite option.

“But that could change as the
[EYBL] sessions and stuff go on in the
summer.” Boyce said. 

LOCAL RECRUITING NOTEBOOK

Central’s Johnson rising
up from father’s shadow
MARK GIANNOTTO
USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

Johnson

“It felt great to know my

hard work is kind of paying

off and I know that I’m not

done if I keep working

hard.” 

JORDAN JOHNSON
CENTRAL HIGH GUARD

“The mind is a very complex thing.
It can make or break someone,” Morris
said. “Being a coach, you’re helping
players be the best athletes they can be.
(Psychology and coaching) tie in with
each other.”

Unlike many of her peers at Mem-
phis, Morris has also had to navigate
the challenges that come with her
birthplace. Born in Toronto, she initia-
lly hoped to stay in the United States af-
ter earning her degree but has found
the process of applying for a work visa
to be too cumbersome.

“It would take up to a year to obtain,”
she explained. “And even in my field, if
I was trying to get a job and stuff like
that, American citizens would be ahead
of me no matter what. They have to be
offered the job before I can be, because
I’m not an American citizen.”

So after graduating Saturday, Mor-
ris will return to Canada with a college
degree in hand and begin her coaching
career. She’s proud to be the first mem-
ber of her immediate family to gradu-
ate, even if it hasn’t sunk in yet.

“You don’t realize until later how it’s
changed your life,” said McFerrin, who
started at point guard at Missouri and
graduated with a degree in secondary
education. “It certainly has mine.”

Reach Tom Schad at
tom.schad@commercialappeal.com.

Graduate
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