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MURFREESBORO — As the final
seconds ticked down in Friday’s Class
AAA state soccer title match, Hous-
ton’s Stefano Della Rosa laid behind his
team’s bench.

A towel covering his head and his
face buried in the grass, the junior
couldn’t bare to watch.

And indeed it was difficult viewing
for all the Mustangs and their sup-
porters who made the trip as Station
Camp celebrated a 1-0 victory at Siegel
Soccer Park.

It was the first loss of the year for
Houston (19-1-1), which entered Spring
Fling ranked third nationally accord-
ing to USA Today.

Station Camp may have a claim to
join the rankings themselves; the Bi-
son finish the year 22-0-2.

“They’re as good as Bearden or Far-
ragut,” said Mustangs coach David
Wolff. “Easily as good as those teams.”

The Mustangs couldn’t afford any
bad luck against a team of Station
Camp’s class, but they got it 10 minutes
into the match when the dangerous
Della Rosa pulled a hamstring. He
tried to give it a go later in the first half
but didn’t play after intermission.

It also didn’t help matters that Hous-
ton was without defender Nick Ane-
walt, who was red-carded for a hand-
ball in the box in Wednesday’s semifi-
nal victory over Cookeville. Center-
midfielder Brodie Lewis missed the
game through injury.

“It was a pretty even game but we
had one mistake in the back,” Wolff
said. 

That one mistake allowed Station’s
Camp’s speedy forward Chase Free-
man to score the deciding goal in the
53rd minute of play. The Bison had two
great chances to add to the total, miss-
ing a wide-open goal when Padraic Gil-
ley was caught off his line.

With about three minutes left, Gil-
ley left the box to join in the attack as
Houston threw everything forward in
an attempt to equalize. Station Camp
came up with the ball but missed as Gil-
ley was tackled before he could get
back.

After the game, Wolff singled out
his three senior captains, Rex Jester,
Sebastian Musicante and Collin Scott.

“This team played for each other,”
he said. “They bonded; there was no
jealousy. Collin, Seba, Rex ... whatever
I would tell them they would make sure
the team did it.

“This team played its (tails) off.”
Reach John Varlas at john.var-

las@commercialappeal.com or on
Twitter @johnvarlas.
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HOUSTON’S HEARTBREAK 
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Station Camp’s Riley Indermuehle goes for a header with Houston’s Kyle Heintz (9) during the second half of the Class AAA championship game
at the Richard Siegel Soccer Complex in Murfreesboro on Friday.

Injury, mistake
doom Mustangs
in Class AAA final 
JOHN VARLAS
USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

MURFREESBORO — When asked
if his Whitehaven girls track team
could officially be considered a dynas-
ty, coach Yusuf Sharif smiled and
shrugged.

“We’re trying to be,” he laughed.
And succeeding.
The Tigers made history Thursday

night at Dean Hayes Stadium, holding
off Brentwood 89-83 to win the Class
AAA championship for the third con-
secutive year. Brentwood (2003-05)
was the last team to do it.

“I’m just so happy for these sen-
iors,” said Sharif. “Three state cham-
pionships and a runner-up (in 2014) ... I
think this was the hardest one yet. But
I want to say this for the record, Kiara
(Rhodes) put us on her back.”

Rhodes, headed to Tennessee
where she’ll join former Whitehaven
star Maia McCoy, won the pentathlon
on Monday, before going to work once
again.

She won both the 100 (14.10) and 300-
meter (43.94) hurdles races while fin-
ishing second in the high jump and
third in the long jump to account for 44
points in her final high school meet.

“She’s a point machine,” said Sha-
rif.

Kirstin Johnson finished second in
both the 100 and 200 and ran on the

winning 800 relay team, which also got
a boost from the efforts of Ceirra Tate,
who has been injured most of the year.
The Tigers also won the 400 relay.

Aside from Rhodes, Erica Fisher of
Arlington was the only other Class
AAA champion; she took first in the
3,200 in a time of 10:59.28.

Briarcrest’s Savanna Owens re-
peated as Division II 400-meter
champ, winning in 56.22 while her
teammate Meghan Underwood dom-
inated the 800, running a 2:15.77 to win

by almost five seconds. Harding’s An-
toinette Lewis won the shot put with a
throw of 40-6.75. while Molly Martin of
ECS threw 112-7 to win the discus.

The boys running finals began Fri-
day as Central looked to match White-
haven and take home its third straight
championship.

Reach John Varlas at john.var-
las@commercialappeal.com or on
Twitter @johnvarlas.

Rhodes powers Whitehaven’s 3-peat
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Whitehaven’s Kiara Rhodes competes in the TSSAA Class AAA 100-meter hurdles
championship at the Spring Fling in Murfreesboro on Thursday.

Holds off Brentwood for
state title; Arlington’s
Fisher triumphs in 3,200
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MURFREESBORO – Catherine Owen
and Grace Anne Dunavant carried the
banner for Shelby County on the final
day of Spring Fling tennis competition at
Old Fort Park.

Owen, a Hutchison School senior, and
Dunavant, a sophomore, won the Divi-
sion II-AA doubles championship Friday,
turning back a strong challenge from Li-
ly Mooney and Lauren Carelli of Chatta-
nooga Baylor to win 6-3, 6-4.

It’s the first doubles title for the Sting
in five years; Caroline Orr and Maggie
Leavell won the tournament in 2012.

The victory also gives Owen and Du-
navant an 18-1 record this year. The only
loss came during Tuesday’s team compe-
tition when Owen was ill and Dunavant’s
sore shoulder flared up.

In Class AAA, the Houston team of Al-
lison Griffin and Lindsay Carney fell to
Evelyn Calhoun and Georgia Fischer of
Brentwood, 6-0, 6-1. John Kimball and
eighth-grader Walker Stearns of St.
George’s dropped the DII-A title, 7-6, 6-2 

Hutchison
doubles team
brings home
state crown

See HUTCHISON, Page 2B

Owen, Dunavant rebound
from their lone loss of year
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