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The University of Memphis athletic
department announced Friday that
construction on Phase I of the football
team’s long-awaited indoor practice fa-
cility project is expected to begin on July
15. The schools hopes it will be complet-
ed by August 2019.

Phase I features the renovation of the
Murphy Athletic Complex on the uni-
versity’s Park Avenue campus. It will in-
clude new coaches and operation of-
fices, a new training facility, player din-
ing and study areas; as well as new wa-
ter therapy and work spaces.

There still remains no target date for
the start of Phase II of the project, which
consists of the actual indoor practice fa-
cility.

The university previously stated that
Phase I is expected to cost $10.6 million.

The Memphis Board of Trustees ap-
proved $10 million in debt financing
from the Tennessee State School Bond
Authority last August to fund construc-
tion on the first phase.

Memphis first announced plans to
begin raising money for the football
team’s indoor practice facility and a new
indoor basketball practice facility more
than five years ago. The school held a
groundbreaking ceremony for the foot-
ball facility in April 2017. 

Last November, athletic director Tom
Bowen said construction would begin in
January. The athletic department then
announced in January that it was tar-
geting a spring 2019 completion date for
Phase I.

But there were no signs of progress
on the project during the football team’s
spring practice last month.

Bowen explained Thursday during an

Tigers football indoor facility gets updated timeline
Evan Barnes and Mark Giannotto
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

See TIGERS, Page 2B

Memphis football coach Mike Norvell, Board of Trustees Vice Chairman Brad
Martin, university president Dr. M. David Rudd, Board of Trustees Chairman Alan
Graf of FedEx and Memphis athletic director Tom Bowen participate in the
groundbreaking ceremony for the football program's new indoor practice facility
on April 27, 2017. TOM SCHAD/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

MURFREESBORO — Some Silverdale
softball fans remarked to Tipton-Rose-
mark coach Johnie Sanfratello that his
Rebels were the last team they wanted to
see in the Division II-A championship.

And fortunately for Silverdale, they
didn’t see the best the Rebels had to offer
as the Seahawks beat their opponents
for the second straight game and won
the championship 6-4 on Friday. Silver-
dale had forced an “if necessary” game
with a 3-1 win.

“It’s very disappointing,” said Sanfra-
tello, whose team was bidding to win its
first championship since 2014.

“The Silverdale people told us they
were scared to death to see us. (The play-
ers) are disappointed but I told them to
keep their heads up. A lot of teams would
like to trade places with us, being run-
ner-up in the state and one of the best
programs in the state.”

Tipton-Rosemark, which had won 14 

Rebels come up short
Tipton-Rosemark
softball falls in
Division II-A final
John Varlas
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

See SOFTBALL, Page 2B
Tipton-Rosemark's Meredith Owen is comforted by assistant coach Mady Gantt after their loss to Silverdale in the Division
II-A softball finals Friday morning at Spring Fling in Murfreesboro. JIM WEBER/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

MURFREESBORO — There are wor-
ries the multi-sport high school athlete
is fading away. A sign of the times due to
more single-sport specialization.

The rise of year-round training and
development has made it harder for
more students to devote time in multiple
sports with the pressure of earning a
scholarship. Yet there are still many who
enjoy a fully rounded high school experi-
ence. Harding quarterback Ty Kimberlin
could have easily ended his prep athletic
career after a shoulder injury in his final
football game. But after surgery in Feb-

ruary, the senior quickly recovered to re-
sume running track in the spring.

On Friday, he ran the 400 meters
while also doing the long and triple jump
at the TSSAA Division II State Track
Meet at Middle Tennessee. The love of
both sports made it hard to say no to one
last season.

“I love this too much. It’s my senior
year and I got to make the most of it,”
Kimberlin said after winning his second
consecutive Division II-A long jump ti-
tle.

Kimberlin said track taught him
about mental toughness after also hav-
ing surgery his junior year. He could
have easily said no to football to focus on
getting a track scholarship but didn’t

want to have any regrets about his last
year. MUS junior Dorian Hopkins, a
standout linebacker who also wrestles
and runs track, said playing three sports
was about pushing his body to the limits
and developing a stronger work ethic.

“I gain a sense of knowing the only
person who can stop me is me,” said
Hopkins, who did the triple jump, discus
and the decathlon at state. “To make
state in three different sports, it takes a
lot of hard work and dedication and
brings out a true moral character in you.

Some enjoyed playing multiple sports
for the social aspect. Lausanne senior
Nyle Love had done football and track
since middle school and won state titles
this school year in both.

But the best part of playing multiple
sports? Meeting people and learning
things he never knew before.

“Different people like to do different
things so I like to branch out and see
what other people like, not just in my cir-
cle,” said Love, who won Division II-A
state titles in shot put and discus Friday.

Coaches have also helped by encour-
aging athletes to try another sport or al-
lowing time for them to adjust with prac-
tice schedules. Briarcrest junior Alyiah
Wells said that with volleyball only prac-
ticing twice a week in the spring, she had
more than enough time to practice for
the shot put and discus.

Athletes find value playing multiple sports
Evan Barnes
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

See ATHLETES, Page 2B
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Television
Auto racing: Formula One, Mo-
naco Grand Prix, qualifying,
ESPN2, 7:55 a.m.
Auto racing: NASCAR Xfinity
Series, Alsco 300, FS1, noon
Baseball: MLB, Atlanta at Bos-
ton, FSSE, noon
Baseball: MLB, St. Louis at
Pittsburgh, FSTN, 6 p.m.
Baseball: MLB, Kansas City at
Texas, FS1, 3 p.m.
Basketball: WNBA, Dallas at
Atlanta, FSSE, 5 p.m. 
Basketball: NBA playoffs, West-
ern Conference finals, Game 6,
Houston at Golden State, TNT, 8
p.m. 
Boxing: Premier Champions,
Eddie Ramirez vs. Argenis Men-
dez; Tugstsogt Nyambayar vs.
Oscar Escandon, FS1, 8 p.m.
College baseball: ACC Tourna-
ment, first semifinal, teams
TBA, FSSO, noon
College baseball: ACC Tourna-
ment, second semifinal, teams
TBA, FSSO, 4 p.m.
College lacrosse: NCAA Tour-
nament, first semifinal, Yale vs.
Albany (NY), ESPN2, 11 a.m.
College lacrosse: NCAA Tour-
nament, second semifinal, Duke
vs. Maryland, ESPN2, 1:30 p.m.
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 2, Oklahoma
vs. Arkansas, ESPN, noon 
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 2, Georgia vs.
Tennessee, ESPN, 2 p.m.
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 3 (if neces-
sary), Texas A&M vs. Florida,
ESPN, 4 p.m.
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 2, Florida St.
vs. LSU, ESPN2, 4 p.m.
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 3 (if neces-
sary), UCLA vs. Arizona, ESPN, 6
p.m.
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 2, Washington
vs. Alabama, ESPN2, 6 p.m.
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 3 (if neces-
sary), Kentucky vs. Oregon,
ESPN, 8 p.m.
College softball: NCAA Super
Regionals, Game 2, Arizona St.
vs. South Carolina, ESPN2, 8
p.m.
Golf: PGA Fort Worth Invitation-
al, third round, GOLF Channel,
noon
Golf: Champions Tour, Senior
PGA Championship, third
round, GOLF Channel, noon
Golf: PGA Fort Worth Invitation-
al, third round, WREG (3), 2 p.m.
Golf: LPGA Tour, Volvik Champi-
onship, third round, GOLF
Channel, 2 p.m.
Motor sports: AMA, Lucas Oil
Pro Motocross Series, Glen Hel-
en Classic, NBCSN, 5 p.m.
Rugby: English Premiership,
final, Saracens vs. Exeter,
NBCSN, 8:30 a.m.
Soccer: UEFA Champions
League, Final, Real Madrid vs.
Liverpool, WHBQ (13), 1:30 p.m.
Soccer: NWSL, Orlando at Chi-
cago, LIFE, 2:30 p.m.
Track & Field: IAAF Diamond
League, Prefontaine Classic,
WMC (5), 3 p.m.

Radio
Baseball: MLB, St. Louis at
Pittsburgh, WMC 790, 3 p.m. 
Basketball: NBA playoffs, West-
ern Conference finals, Game 6,
Houston at Golden State, WMFS
92.9/680, 8 p.m. 

This listing is compiled using
information supplied by stations
and networks and is subject to late
changes without notice.

ON THE AIR

Here is the master schedule for the TSSAA's Spring
Fling, the Olympic-style festival featuring the state
association's five sanctioned spring sports —
baseball, boys soccer, softball, tennis and track
and field.
The event is held Tuesday-Friday throughout
Rutherford County and at Wilson Central
(baseball).

BASEBALL
Class A

All times Central
at MTSU
Friday: Championship game, Columbia Academy 1,
Loretto 0

Class AA
All times Central
at MTSU
Friday: Championship, Greeneville 11, Riverside 0

Class AAA
All times Central
at MTSU
Friday: Championship, Rossview (32-12) vs.
Brentwood (30-9), 5 p.m.

Division II
SOFTBALL

Class A
All times Central
at Starplex
Friday: Losers bracket final, Sale Creek 3, Cascade 1;
Championship, Summertown 7, Sale Creek 5

Class AA
All times Central

at Starplex
Friday: Losers bracket final, White House Heritage
6, Gibbs 4; Championship, White House Heritage 3,
Meigs Co. 1; Meigs Co. (33-4) vs. White House
Heritage, 6 p.m.

Class AAA
All times Central
at Starplex
Friday: Losers bracket final, Walker Valley 5,
Ooltewah 2; Championship, Walker Valley 7, Powell
6; Powell (41-8) vs. Walker Valley (36-10), 6:30 p.m.

Division II
Class A

All times Central
at Starplex
Friday: Championship, Silverdale 6,
Tipton-Rosemark 4

BOYS SOCCER
Class A

All times Central
at Richard Siegel Soccer Complex
Friday: Championship, Gatlinburg-Pittman 2, Signal
Mountain 1

Class AA
All times Central
at Richard Siegel Soccer Complex
Friday: Championship, Loudon (15-7) vs.
Greeneville (22-2-1), 4 p.m.

Class AAA
All times Central
at Richard Siegel Soccer Complex
Friday: Championship, Station Camp 3, Blackman 0

Division II
BOYS TENNIS

Small Class
Individual 

All times Central
at Adams Tennis Complex
Singles
Friday: Championship, Gabe Williams (Signal
Mountain) d. Evan Carr (L&N STEM) 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-2
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Sidwell/Presley (Trinity
Christian) d. Williams/Thelen (Signal Mountain)
6-2, 6-4

Large Class
Individual 

All times Central
Singles
Friday: Championship, Takuma Walter (White
Station) d. Stone Cozart (Tennessee) 5-7, 7-5, 6-3
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Eaves/Marlow (Bearden) d.
Herring/Saravanan (Ravenwood) 6-2, 6-3

Division II
Class A

Individual 
All times Central
at Adams Tennis Complex
Singles
Friday: Championship, Nathan Irwin (CPA) d.
Harrison Williams (Knoxville Webb) 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (3)
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Kimball/Stearns (St.

George’s) d. Pearce/Sharma (Knoxville Webb) 6-4,
7-6 (4)

Class AA
Individual

All times Central
at Adams Tennis Complex
Singles
Friday: Championship, Brandon Kali (Baylor) d.
Baylor Sai (MBA) 6-1, 6-4
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Smith/Taverne (Baylor) d.
Richey/Touliatos (MUS) 6-4, 6-3

GIRLS TENNIS
Small Class
Individual

All times Central
at Adams Tennis Complex
Singles
Friday: Championship, Brittney Combest (M.
Middle College) d. Maddie Maben (L&N STEM) 6-2,
7-6 (1) 
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Williams/Bailey (Signal
Mountain) d. Hall/Lee (L&N STEM) 1-6, 6-4, 6-4

Large Class
Individual

All times Central
at Adams Tennis Complex
Singles
Friday: Championship, Julia Adams (Bearden) d.
Hamsa Javagal (Brentwood) 6-1, 6-1
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Calhoun/Fischer

(Brentwood) d. Hill/Rogers (Dobyns Bennett) 6-2,
6-3
Division II

Class A
Individual

All times Central
at Adams Tennis Complex
Singles
Friday: Championship, Lauren Yoon (Knoxville
Webb) d. Hannah Grace Howell (St. George’s) 6-1,
6-1
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Dagotto/Wisniewski
(Knoxville Webb) d. Roth/Yoon (Knoxville Webb)
6-2, 6-2

Class AA
Individual

All times Central
at Adams Tennis Complex
Singles
Friday: Championship, Maddox Bandy (GPS) d.
Eesha Gudiseva (St. Mary’s) 3-6, 7-5, 6-4
Doubles
Friday: Championship, Mooney/Carelli (Baylor) d.
Thomas/McBrayer (Baylor) 4-6, 6-2, 6-4

TRACK AND FIELD
at Dean A. Hayes Stadium
All times Central

Small Class
Division II

Class A & Class AA
Friday: Field events, 9 a.m.; Running events, 3 p.m.

SPRING FLING STATE TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

MURFREESBORO — Southwind
track and field coach Alisa Seymour
sensed her girls team was something
special so they needed a nickname.

She dubbed them the Sensational
Six. A nod to how Breana Miles, Faith
Wilson, Tyra Nabors, Lamyria Robinson
and sisters Aliyah and India Wilson
continued to amaze Seymour heading
into the TSSAA Division I Large Class
state track and field finals.

“As the season went along, they start
hitting PRs and we said, you know what,
we’re going to go to the state champion-
ship and do what we do every week,”
Seymour said.

With three freshmen and all but one
member having ever been to state, the
newness kept them loose but focused at
Middle Tennessee. It paid off Thursday
winning the first state track and field
team title in school history, boys or girls.

Not only did Southwind end White-
haven’s three-year reign as state
champs, the Jaguars did it with style.
Miles, Aliyah Wilson, Faith Wilson and
Nabors set a state record in the girls
4x400 meter relay by winning in
3:49.70, breaking the previous record of
3:51.12 set by Knoxville West in 2008.

It was a final bonus in a season that
turned the corner after a second-place
finish to Hardin Valley at the Volunteer
Track Classic in Knoxville in April. Sey-

mour and her team said that meet
changed their attitude and winning
state started to go from a dream to a re-
ality.

“We just started working harder be-
cause we knew could come here and do
it,” said Nabors, who ran anchor on the
4x400.

That confidence also made the Jag-
uars not afraid of challenging Whiteha-
ven. Prior to Thursday, Southwind had
only one individual girls state champion
in program history with Angelica Light-

foot winning the long jump in 2016.
By day’s end, they added two more

individual state titles with Nabors and
Miles in the 300 hurdles and 400 me-
ters, respectively. And they added re-
spect that made their trek back to Mem-
phis even sweeter. 

It was a feeling best described by one
word. Sensational.

“We’re happy that we came out here,
drove three hours, showed out, won four
medals and we get to go home with that
trophy,” sophomore Breana Miles said.

Southwind rides confidence
to state track and field title
Evan Barnes
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Southwind High School girls track and field team celebrates first state team title
in program history at the TSSAA Division I Large Class state track and field finals
EVAN BARNES/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

interview on Sports56 WHBQ that the
delays were due to dealing with the
state contracting process mandated by
the Tennessee Board of Regents. The
TBR is overseeing this project since it
began before the University of Memphis
Board of Trustees was formed last year. 

“We’ve been dealing with an unbe-
lievable mountain of bureaucracy with
the TBR in building this project … We’ve
had delays after delays,” Bowen said. “I
will tell you it’s been very frustrating for
me and a mountain of delays that
should’ve never happened, and we’re
ready to go. The funding is there, so I
think we’ll be able to put all the wonder-
ing and angst to rest.”

The University of Memphis an-
nounced Friday that starting July 1 the
school will manage future construction
projects through its Board of Trustees
and the State Building Commission af-
ter being granted severance for capital
project management from the Tennes-
see Higher Education Commission dur-
ing THEC’s quarterly meeting last week
in Nashville.

The $20 million Laurie-Walton Fam-
ily Basketball Center opened last No-
vember and its construction was expe-
dited by a $10 million gift from former
Tiger basketball player Bill Laurie and
his wife, Nancy Walton Laurie. 

According to the timeline for Phase I
of the football team’s indoor practice fa-
cility shared Friday, the school will con-
tinue final bidding for pool and flooring
items until June 15. Turner Construc-
tion, the contractor for the facility, is ex-

pected to prepare its cost proposal by
that day.

Between June and July 15, the school
will begin the process of gathering sig-
natures for the construction contract.
Once that is done, the school expects to
receive a notice to proceed with con-
struction.

The hope is that the football team can
move in to its new home by August 2019.

Blue lot sold out

Bowen announced this week that the
Blue Parking Lot at Liberty Bowl Memo-
rial Stadium is sold out for the 2018
Memphis football season.

There are only about 400 spaces re-
maining in the Tan Lot, but school offi-
cials expect those to sell quickly now
that there are no spots left in the blue
lot.

Tigers
Continued from Page 1B

consecutive games prior to Thursday,
trailed 4-0 heading into the bottom of
the fourth before rallying to make it a
one-run game. Emily West drove in two
runs with a double and then came home
on an error.

Silverdale countered with two more
in the top of the fifth, and although the
Rebels got one in the bottom of the sev-
enth, it wasn’t enough. TRA finishes
with a 27-11 record.

“When it comes down to it, we didn’t

make adjustments,” said Sanfratello.
“They executed; they did a better job
than we did and we couldn’t keep the
ball out of the air.”

Middle College ace makes history

Friday was a red-letter day for Middle
College athletics as Brittney Combest
delivered the Bulldogs their first state
championship in any sport.

Combest, a junior, wrapped up a
dominating run through the Division I
small schools tournament with a 6-2, 7-6
(1) victory over Maddie Maben of L&N
STEM on a muggy morning at the Adams
Tennis Complex at Old Fort. 

Memphis will also take home two ti-
tles on the boys side. White Station’s Ta-
kuma Walter captured Division I Large,
rallying for a 5-7, 7-5, 6-3 victory over
Stone Cozart from Tennessee High. John
Kimball and Walker Stearns of St.
George’s won in Division II-A doubles,
defeating the Knoxville Webb team of
Ben Pearce and Ohm Sharma 6-4, 7-6(4).
Runner-up medals went to Eesha Gudi-
seva of St. Mary’s (DII-AA), Hannah
Grace Howell of St. George’s (DII-A) and
the MUS team of Seth Richey and Wes-
ton Touliatos in DII-AA.

Reach John Varlas at john.var-
las@commercialappeal.com or on Twit-
ter @johnvarlas.

Softball
Continued from Page 1B

Harding teammates Kimari Terrell
and Lauren Deaton took their friendship
in volleyball to discus because they
loved spending time together. It’s
strange imagining how field events help
improve in volleyball but Wells, Terrell
and Deaton each said they can relate to

how both require atten-
tion to detail.

“It’s the same focus,”
said Terrell, who won the
Division II-A discus
throw with a school rec-
ord of 112 feet, 1 inch.
“Track makes me have to
work even harder than I

do for volleyball.”
Wells, who won the Division II-A shot

put title and was second in the discus,

acknowledged she was uncomfortable
trying discus this spring. She took on the
challenge and was better for it.

With another prep season closed,
taking those risks and leaving no regrets
is why the multi-sport athlete continues
to thrive.

“I believe that everybody should try to
just do more than one sport,” Wells said,
“I love track because it’s a social event
and you are pushed to make relation-
ships and be more competitive.”

Athletes
Continued from Page 1B

Alyiah
Wells 


