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When he takes the time to think
about it, Ntirenganyi Karamba never
would have imagined that all this would
be happening to him.

Terrific things, such as being a mem-
ber of a state championship football
team or learning a new language. Or
things most take for granted, such as
graduating high school.

But whether it's the big things or the
small ones, Karamba's journey from his

war-torn home country — where he was
witness to the most horrible of tragedies —
to Memphis and beyond is, to borrow from
John F. Kennedy, a profile in courage.

"When I go to sleep, I always thank
God for who I am and where I am going,"
said Karamba, who graduated from East
last month and was set to be honored
with the Courage Award at Tuesday's
Commercial Appeal Sports Awards cer-
emonies at the Orpheum.

"I never realized that one day I would
be in America. I never realized that one 

Kicker Ntirenganyi Karamba accepts the Courage Award during the annual
Commercial Appeal Sports Awards Tuesday. YOSHI JAMES/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL 

Karamba’s Journey from Congo 
reflects spirit of Courage Award
John Varlas
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

See COURAGE, Page 2B

Memphis men’s basketball coach
Penny Hardaway walked onto the driv-
ing range at TPC Southwind on Tuesday
morning, right down the street from
where he lives, and tried to squeeze as
much as possible into about 30 minutes.

He greeted PGA Tour pros, FedEx St.
Jude Classic volunteers, military per-
sonnel and fans alike, many of whom
congratulated him on his new job or
simply yelled, “Go Tigers Go!” 

An avid golfer, Hardaway couldn’t
help but test out some sample drivers
and putters. He’s scheduled to be back
at TPC Southwind to play in Wednes-
day’s pro-am with Memphis football
coach Mike Norvell.

But before long, Hardaway zoomed
away in a golf cart and began the jour-
ney back to the Laurie-Walton Family
Basketball Center, where his first high
school team camp was set to begin. His
work on the court had only just started.

The entire 2018-19 Memphis basket-
ball roster, which will feature seven new
scholarship players recruited by Harda-
way since being hired in March, is on
campus as of Tuesday, he confirmed in
an interview.

This group will conduct offseason
workouts together for the first time, and
Hardaway's agenda for those sessions is
clear. 

A recent change in NCAA rules per-
mits men's basketball coaches to work
with players in small groups for up to 

Hardaway talks Tigers’
offseason goals, more

Memphis coach Penny Hardaway makes his first appearance at this year's FedEx
St. Jude Classic on Tuesday. MARK GIANNOTTO/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL 
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See HARDAWAY, Page 3B

Casey Wittenberg walked toward the
14th green at TPC Southwind late Mon-
day afternoon, not far from the house
beyond the driving range in which he
grew up, and summed up professional
golf as he’s come to know it.

“For every year you’re not playing on
the PGA Tour, it’s losing two years of
your career because this is where you
want to play,” he said through his sun-
glasses. “You compound that over mul-
tiple years in a row, and you can kind of
get stuck in a rut. The older you get, the
more baggage you collect.”

It was then that Wittenberg, one of
the few Memphis natives in this week’s
FedEx St. Jude Classic field, confirmed
2013 was the last time he held a PGA
Tour card.

Sandwiched around that year is a ca-
reer that began with unbelievable prom-
ise, got derailed by the weight of expec-
tation and injury, and could perhaps be
jump-started if Wittenberg can find his
way on the golf course he knows better
than any other.

These days Wittenberg is a 34-year-
old journeyman with a balky back play-
ing his first PGA Tour event in more than
two years thanks to a hometown spon-
sor’s exemption from FedEx St. Jude
Classic officials. He’s earned more than
$2.5 million professionally, which is a
little less than what the winner of next
week’s U.S. Open will take home.

Considering Wittenberg estimates his
weekly expenses on the Web.com Tour
are between $3,000 and $3,500, it’s an
existence that can test a golfer’s will.

“It’s just a hard job, man,” Wittenberg

Wittenberg seeks redemption
Memphis prodigy
hopes to find way
home at FedEx
St. Jude Classic
Mark Giannotto
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Casey Wittenberg prepares to tee off on the third hole during Monday's Danny Thomas Pro Am at the 2018 FedEx St. Jude
Classic at TPC Southwind. BRAD VEST/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL See WITTENBERG, Page 2B
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Television
Baseball: MLB, Atlanta at San Diego,
FSSE, 2:30 p.m. 
Baseball: MLB, Miami at St. Louis, FSTN,
7 p.m. 
Basketball: NBA Finals, Game 3, Golden
State at Cleveland, WATN (24), 8 p.m. 
College softball: NCAA World Series,
Championship, Game 3 (if necessary),
Washington vs. Florida State, ESPN,
7:30 p.m.
College track & field: NCAA Division I,
Men’s and Women’s Outdoor Champi-
onships, ESPN2, 6:30 p.m.
Diving: FINA World Cup, 10-meter
women’s finals, NBCSN, 3 p.m.

Radio
Baseball: MLB, Miami at St. Louis, WMC
790, 7 p.m. 
Basketball: NBA Finals, Game 3, Golden
State at Cleveland, WMFS 92.9/680, 8
p.m. 

This listing is compiled using informa-
tion supplied by stations and networks
and is subject to late changes without
notice.

ON THE AIR

day I would graduate from high
school. Sometimes, God has put me in
certain troubles or certain situations
but it's not punishing me. It's to show
me how my future can look."

Karamba's faith is just one of the
ways he's coped over the past few years.

He was born in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, a large country al-
most in the center of Africa. From
1998-2003, Karamba's country was
embroiled in a civil war, resulting at
least in part from the genocide in
neighboring Rwanda and the tribal
tensions that arose as a result. 

More than five million died, includ-
ing Karamba's father, a French teacher
who was murdered by rebels while his
mother was pregnant with him. Later,
Karamba witnessed the savagery first-
hand as neighbors also were killed.

Amazingly though, Karamba con-
siders himself lucky. And he is; his
mother and three brothers eventually
found their way to a refugee camp in
Uganda before beginning the inter-

view process that eventually led them
to the United States.

"We never thought about coming to
America," he said. "After five years,
they told us we are ready to go. We
thought, 'Wow, this is a big deal.' In
that refugee camp, there were people
who were there 15 or 20 years and nev-
er got the chance to come to America."

And he's made the most of his
chance.

Karamba learned English by im-
mersing himself in movies — "Black
Panther" is his most recent favorite —
and plans to attend Lane College in
Jackson, Tenn., in the fall to study bi-
ology. He also plans to try out for the
football team; Karamba spent the past
two years as the Mustangs' placekick-
er and was a part of the 2016 squad
that captured the Class 4A state
championship and finished with a
13-2 record.

"They've given me the opportunity
to join them as a football player," he
said. "I will put my energy and atten-
tion to get better and do what I am
supposed to do. I'm going to be the
first in my family to go to college in this
country, and it's going to be a big ben-
efit for me and my family."

Courage
Continued from Page 1B

Over the years, Braden Thornberry
has seen it as a fan. Sam Burns knew it
by personal experience.

“Been coming to Open qualifiers
since I was 12, and I’ve learned, you
shoot 6- or 7-under in this event, and
you’re headed for a playoff,” Thornberry,
Ole Miss’ junior star from Olive Branch,
said after he and his former LSU rival
Burns made sure they weren’t still on
the Ridgeway Country Club course in
Monday’s twilight.

Burns, who survived a six-man play-
off two years ago to clinch his first U.S.
Open bid, started his day by tying the
Ridgeway course record with a 9-under-
par 62. The 21-year-old former LSU star

Scott Stallings of Knoxville, Tyler
Duncan of Columbus, Ind., and Sebas-
tian Vazquez of Mexico finished the day
at 8-under 135 and punched their ticket
to Long Island.

Eleven golfers tied at 7-under and
faced a playoff for the final three avail-
able Open spots. It didn’t last long. Eric
Axley of Knoxville eagled the par-4 10th
hole at Ridgeway, while Aaron Wise of
Las Vegas and Matt Jones of Australia
carded birdies and made their plans for
next weekend.

Big 12 champion Grant Hirschman of
Oklahoma, a former St. George’s stand-
out, shot 5-under 138 and missed the cut
by two shots. One stroke back was two-
time U.S. Open champ Retief Goosen of
South Africa. He was seeking to earn a
spot at Shinnecock, where he won his
second Open in 2004.

“You’ve got to have a short memory to
play this game, and getting the early
birdies in both rounds helped me relax,”
said Thornberry, also 21. “Opening with
the 65 allowed me to play the second
round without so much pressure, and I
didn’t do anything dumb out there to-
day.”

It’s been a great year already for
Burns, one of four current and former
LSU golfers who have qualified for the
Open. He had a top-10 finish in the PGA
Tour’s Honda Classic in Florida – play-
ing the Sunday round with Tiger Woods.
Last month, he scored his first Web.com
tour event in Savannah, Ga.

At Ridgeway, he closed with three
birdies and an eagle in the final five
holes. The eagle came as he holed out a
130-yard wedge shot on the par-4 15th
hole.

from Shreveport followed that up with a
6-under 66 at Colonial Country Club’s
iconic South Course. It kept his choke
hold on medalist honors, and the first of
11 Open bids that were up for grabs here.
His 15-under par was five shots better
than PGA veteran Steve Stricker (last
year’s medalist in this event) and Cana-
dian Mackenzie Hughes.

"You look for bits of confidence every
time you play, things you can build on,”
Burns said.

Thornberry, coming off a rough NCAA
tournament in Oklahoma, shot 9-under
134 (66-68) to finish as the lone amateur
in Monday’s event and is headed to next
week’s 118th U.S. Open at Shinnecock
Hills in Southampton, N.Y. He finished in
a fourth-place tie with Lanto Griffin of
Blacksburg, Va., who had a 7-under 65 at
Colonial to start the day.

Thornberry, Burns qualify for U.S. Open at Ridgeway
Pete Wickham
Special to Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

said. “Not to discredit what other people do
for a living, but this is about as cutthroat as
it gets. Every year, you start from square
one. One shot a day, four shots a tourna-
ment, that’s hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars earnings difference in a year. It’s just a
fine line.”

“I’ve been very fortunate to play
some good golf throughout my career,”
he continued. “I unfortunately haven’t
done it at the PGA Tour level as much as
I would’ve liked, but it’s hard and you
have to take advantage of the opportu-
nities that you have and execute when
you have those opportunities.”

A prodigy encounters problems

Wittenberg was considered a prodigy
at the turn of this century despite being

listed at 5-feet-8 and 158 pounds. He had
a father who played on the PGA Tour, a
textbook swing, a bag full of tournament-
ready shots and an insatiable desire to
live up to all the hype.

He left Memphis to play at the exclu-
sive Leadbetter Golf Academy before
moving on to Oklahoma State for college.
By 2003, he seemed to be a burgeoning
star bound for the PGA Tour after making
it the U.S. Amateur finals and finishing
13th at The Masters, the lowest finish by
an amateur in 41 years.

He turned pro a year later. But the path
he took ended up becoming the root of his
current issues.

Wittenberg’s back problems began in
2014, after he led the Web.Com Tour in
earnings in 2012 and earned his PGA Tour
card for the 2013 season. His L-5 and S-1
veterbrae are “bone on bone,” he said,
from playing a professional schedule
since the age of 15.

It’s the cause of endless frustration. He
doesn’t have as much flight on his shots.

He’s considered fusion surgery, like Tiger
Woods went through, but the risks are too
great for Wittenberg to consider at this
point.

So he’s only played five Web.com Tour
events this season, although he did ap-
pear in the past three tournaments in an-
ticipation of his return to Memphis this
week.

“People always come to you and say,
‘Just play the way you did in 2012,’” Wit-
tenberg said. “I promise you I would if I
could. You lose mobility as you get older
in golf and things just change. Ways you
used to swing when you were younger,
you just have to find a different way to do
it.”

A chance for 'a dream come true' 

But the mental fortitude that put Wit-
tenberg on a pedestal at a young age is
still there, and the naivete is gone. He
lives in Birmingham, Ala., with his wife
but frequently comes back to Memphis.

It’s why he wants so badly to play
well in front of the hometown crowd this
week, to prove that there’s still some-
thing left in the tank, that he’s capable
of overcoming obstacles he couldn’t
foresee a decade ago.

That old swagger emerges in bits and
pieces, and his friends and family have
noticed.

“It’s great to see him feel better,” said
longtime Southwind neighbor Susan Cay-
ce, who followed Wittenberg during his
pro-am round Monday.

“I’m not playing good enough physically
today to probably win here … but I have
won,” Wittenberg added. “The moment
doesn’t scare me. It’s just being able to per-
form well enough physically to be able to
put yourself in that moment. I would like to
have an outside opportunity. That would be
a dream come true for me. Just a chance.”

With that, Wittenberg slung his golf bag
over his shoulder and began walking along
the edge of TPC Southwind’s driving range.
He knew the way home from here.

Wittenberg
Continued from Page 1B

There's good news for fans heading to
the FedEx St. Jude Classic this week:
Despite the hot temperatures, it will be
more bearable than it looks.

While the highs from Wednesday to
Sunday will be in the low 90s at TPC
Southwind Golf Course, the lack of hu-
midity means fans standing outside
won't be suffering - at least early on.

"Temperatures will be in the low 90s
but the heat index will be in the
mid-90s," said William Churchill, a me-

terologist with the National Weather
Service in Memphis. "It won't be that
humid compared to what it could be."

Churchill did say that it will be more
humid by the weekend when Friday's
forecast calls for a high of 94 degrees.
There is also a 20 percent chance of rain
for Saturday's third round and a 30 per-
cent chance for Sunday's final round. 

Tournament director Darrell Smith
stated there will be "many covered pub-
lic hospitality areas" along with cooling
seats stationed throughout the course.
The seats are air-conditioned benches
similar to what NFL teams have on their
sidelines.

Fans in attendance will also be of-
fered free sunscreen and can purchase
water at various concession stands on
the course. They are also encouraged to
wear golf polo shirts and shorts to re-
main cool and on Seersucker Sunday,
they can wear seersuckers as part of the
tournament's annual tradition.

There also two zones on the 18th fair-
way where kids and families can seek
shade. 

The AutoZone Kid Zone is a place
where kids can play and there is also a
family zone where there will be a live TV
stream of the tournament as well as a
baby changing station and toys for kids.

St. Jude Classic weather forecast

Wednesday: Sunny and clear with a
high of 91 degrees

Thursday: Sunny and clear with a
high of 93 degrees

Friday: Partly cloudy, high of 94 de-
grees

Saturday: Partly cloudy, high of 93
degrees

Sunday: Isolated Thunderstorms,
high of 91 degrees

*Weather information from weather-
.com

Weather update for FedEx St. Jude Classic
Evan Barnes
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Memphis got a verbal commitment
Tuesday from tight end Drew Martin out
of North Little Rock in Arkansas. 

Martin made the announcement on
his Twitter profile after stating Sunday
that he would announce his college de-
cision.

"After much consideration, I am ex-
tremely excited to announced that I am

officially committing to the University
of Memphis," Martin tweeted.

The 6-foot-3, 225-pound Martin is
rated a 3-star recruit by Rivals and had
offers from, among others, Tulane,
Dartmouth, Harvard, Yale and Prince-
ton. Memphis associate head coach/
tight ends coach Will Hall was Martin's
primary recruiter.

Martin helped lead North Little Rock
to the 7A state championship, the
school's first since 1972.

Martin's commitment gives the Ti-

gers a boost for the Tigers after an
eventful week. Memphis got a verbal
commitment from four-star defensive
end Eric Gregory but days later, Keveon
Mullins, a four-star wide receiver from
Whitehaven, de-committed from the Ti-
gers and re-opened his recruitment.

The Tigers are loaded with depth at
tight end with returning junior starters
Joey Magnifico and Sean Dykes along
with freshmen Tyce Daniel and Jared
Edwards, both of showed significant
improvement during the spring.

Memphis 2019 verbal commits

DT Trevis Hopper, Central HS
(Memphis): 3-star recruit by Rivals and
247 Sports, No. 39 defensive tackle (247
Sports)

DE Eric Gregory, IMG Academy
(Fla.): 4-star recruit by Rivals and 247
Sports, No. 21 weakside defensive end
(247 Sports); No. 97 overall, No. 7
strongside defensive end (Rivals)

TE Drew Martin, North Little Rock
(Ark.): 3-star recruit by Rivals

3-star tight end Martin commits to play at Memphis
Evan Barnes
Memphis Commercial Appeal
USA TODAY NETWORK - TENNESSEE

Here is a list of winners from Tuesday's second Commercial
Appeal Sports Awards at the Orpheum.
Girls golf: Rachel Heck, St. Agnes
Boys golf: Drew Miller, Briarcrest
Girls cross country: Anna Tankersley, Houston
Boys cross country: Hastings McEwen, MUS
Girls soccer: Jenna Kemp, Houston
Volleyball: Lauren Deaton, Harding
Football (offense): Eric Gray, Lausanne
Football (defense): Bill Norton, CBHS
Girls bowling: Tierney Crutcher, Ridgeway
Boys bowling: Jackson Stanley, CBHS
Girls swimming: Erin Milligan, Collierville
Boys swimming: Rick Reinhard, MUS
Wrestling: Tommy Brackett, CBHS
Girls basketball: Elizabeth Dixon, Ridgeway
Boys basketball: Tyler Harris, Cordova
Girls lacrosse: Elizabeth Farnsworth, Hutchison
Boys lacrosse: Buchanan Dunavant, MUS
Girls tennis: Eesha Gudiseva, St. Mary's
Boys tennis: Walker Stearns, St. George's
Softball: Rachel Whitley, Tipton-Rosemark
Baseball: Bryce Brock, Lewisburg
Boys soccer: Lathan Spadafora, St. George's
Girls track: Kirstin Jones, Whitehaven
Boys track: Courtney Thomas, Central
Girls public school athlete of the year: Mattie Meine, DeSoto
Central
Boys public school athlete of the year: Tate Kolwyck, Arlington
Girls private school athlete of the year: Savanna Owens,
Briarcrest
Boys private school athlete of the year: Patrick Healy, CBHS
Girls public school scholar-athlete of the year: Baili Park,
Houston
Boys public school scholar-athlete of the year: Jared Briant,
Collierville
Girls private school scholar-athlete of the year: Lauren Gross,
Northpoint
Boys private school scholar-athlete of the year: Bobby Wade,
MUS
Coach of the year: Penny Hardaway, East boys basketball
Team of the year: Houston girls soccer
Leadership award: Catalina Carrasco, St. Benedict
Courage award: Ntirenganyi Karamba, East
I AM SPORT award: Lily Gleneck, St. Benedict

SPORTS AWARDS WINNERS


