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MAXIMIZE
YOUR OUTDOOR

SPACE

• Protect Against the Elements

• Host More Barbecues

and Patio Parties

• Add That “Wow” Factor

• Keep Your Outdoor Furniture

Safe Year-Round

• Build an Outdoor Kitchen or Play Area

SUPERIOR FEATURES:

OFFER ENDS JUNE 30TH

TO SET UP YOUR FREE IN-SHOWROOM OR IN-HOME APPOINTMENT!

901.303.0399Call Today

30%
OFF
Patio
Covers*

*Call Store
for Details.

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. — Forget what's
over. What's next?

Sure, the 2019 Ole Miss baseball sea-
son ended Monday. But there's nothing
anyone can do about that now. Another
season is just nine months away, after
all. So what will Ole Miss fans have to
look forward to in 2020? Well, there'll be
a few more question marks than there
have been for the last couple of seasons.
But there's reason to be optimistic.

"There's a lot to look forward to," Ole
Miss coach Mike Bianco said. "There are
other days to be able to talk and go
through it all. And even though we'll lose
a lot of key pieces from this team, we'll
also return some guys like Doug [Nikha-
zy] and Gunnar [Hoglund] in the rota-
tion, some key position players and an
outstanding recruiting class that should
be ranked in the top five. Not to think
about it now, but I think we'll be pretty
good."

Let's start by talking about what Ole
Miss is going to lose. Offensively, the an-
swer is a lot. Center fielder Ryan Olenek
and second baseman Jacob Adams are
definitely gone. They'll be out of eligibil-
ity. But it's probable that left fielder
Thomas Dillard, shortstop Grae Kessin-
ger, catcher Cooper Johnson and first
baseman Cole Zabowski will also leave
for the Majors after being drafted in the
2019 MLB Draft. That's six of Ole Miss'
nine most frequent everyday players, in-
cluding five of the Rebels' most frequent
players to bat leadoff through the six
hole.

Pitching, Ole Miss might be a little saf-
er. Friday-night ace Will Ethridge will
likely move on to the MLB, as will closer
Parker Caracci. Juniors Houston Roth
and Zack Phillips are question marks,
drafted in the 29th and 27th rounds re-
spectively. Both Roth and Phillips could
contend for spots in the weekend rota-
tion alongside Nikhazy and Hoglund if
they return, but would also be justified to
take their shots in pro ball with the op-
portunity presenting itself.

So what does that leave? Offensively,
the Rebels will return a bona fide middle
of the order bat in third baseman Tyler
Keenan, the team's most productive
power hitter in 2019 and a likely presea-

son All-SEC candidate for 2020. Beyond
him, expect Kevin Graham to either re-
tain his job as a designated hitter or slide
over to first base for his sophomore sea-
son, and expect Anthony Servideo to
pick up for Kessinger at shortstop. 

After those three, it's hard to say
much about the Rebels' returning offen-
sive players given their limited playing
time in 2019. Tim Elko, Josh Hall and Carl
Gindl return as outfielders. Elko will be
the bat most likely to develop and re-
place some of the power the Rebels are
losing, while Hall will be a defensive and
base-running specialist who may start
but may also be a late-innings replace-
ment as he was as a freshman. And Jus-
tin Bench may step up as the team's re-
placement at second base, using the ex-
perience he gained late in the season af-
ter recovering from an injury that kept
him out for most of SEC play. That's not
mentioning Knox Loposer, a catcher/
designated hitter also coming off a sea-
son-limiting injury who should see his
reps grow in Year 2.

Beyond that, Ole Miss will have to
turn to freshmen or transfers. Catcher

Hayden Dunhurst, infielder Connor
Walsh and outfielder/five-star running
back Jerrion Ealy are the most hyped po-
sition players in the class. But the Rebels
also may bring Dodgers draft pick Trey
Lafleur to campus as an outfielder, not to
mention a host of infielders from across
the southeast. 

Because of the returns of Nikhazy and
Hoglund, Ole Miss' pitching rotation
looks more solid. If Roth or Phillips re-
turns, either of them could be considered
the favorite for the final spot in the week-
end rotation. If not one of them, incom-
ing freshman Derek Diamond could be in
the mix, along with returning players like
Jordan Fowler, Kaleb Hill and Tyler My-
ers.

Austin Miller will return for his senior
season as Ole Miss' bullpen ace, giving
the Rebels the option to use him as a
closer or keep him as a high-leverage
fireman for multiple innings late in close
games. Miller should be flanked in the
bullpen by options like Fowler, Hill, My-
ers, Taylor Broadway and Max Cioffi, as
well as wild-card Greer Holston, who
pitched well for the Rebels in 2018 but

threw all of one inning in 2019 as he was
dealing with an unnamed, non-physical
issue that made it hard for him to throw.

The Rebels' 2019 recruiting class in-
cludes eight pitchers counting Diamond.
Diamond is the highest-rated of the
bunch, but the Rebels also bring in La-
fayette, La., product Andrew McDaniel,
Californian Wes Burton and Ocean
Springs alum Mitch Murrell among oth-
ers. 

It's too early to predict what the out-
come of the 2020 season will be. The Re-
bels have too much uncertainty, and the
schedule hasn't even been announced.
It's safe to say the Rebels will have some
power to replace. Finding replacements
for the likes of Dillard, Zabowski, Kess-
inger and Johnson in the middle of the
lineup won't be easy. And Ethridge's val-
ue to the team can't be understated. 

But with the core of young players re-
turning, especially in the pitching rota-
tion, it's not absurd to have high expecta-
tions for the Rebels in 2020. 

Contact Nick Suss at 601-408-2674 or
nsuss@gannett.com. Follow @nicksuss
on Twitter.
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Ole Miss pitcher Gunnar Hoglund throws against Arkansas during the 2019 Super Regional. JOSH MCCOY/OLE MISS ATHLETICS

Greg Eubanks is leaving Ensworth
and coming to Memphis for a chance to
take over the Harding Academy boys
basketball program.

Eubanks, who has coached at the
Nashville private school the past nine
years, was named the Harding Academy
boys basketball coach and athletic di-
rector on Thursday. Eubanks replaces
Kevin Starks, who left the school to be
an assistant boys basketball coach at
Brentwood Academy.

"My wife and I are very excited," Eu-
banks said. "The timing is great. All
three of our kids are in college or out of
college now.

"This is a tremendous opportunity at
a school with a long tradition and good,
recent success. It's an exciting time
there."

Harding Academy won the 2016 Divi-
sion II-A boys championship as well as
the 2008 and 2009 titles. They were
runner-up in 2015.

Harding Academy finished 25-7 this

past season, falling to eventual DII-A
state champion Knoxville Webb 57-55 in
the state quarterfinals.

Eubanks was Ensworth's interim
coach during the 2017-18 school year
when coach Ricky Bowers chose to take
the season off from coaching. Eubanks
led the Tigers to the DII-AA quarterfi-
nals. Bowers returned as coach this past
season and Eubanks returned to his role
as assistant.

Eubanks served as the Service
Learning Coordinator at Ensworth,
which included organizing quarterly
service days for students and teachers.
That position will assist with his role as
athletic director. He also saw how Bow-
ers, Ensworth's athletic director, set up
Ensworth's program.

"That's the thing I did, I observed
what Ricky did and how he set it up," Eu-
banks said. "The role I had at the school
involved a lot of organization and com-
munication. 

"I will transfer those same skills to
this position."

Reach Tom Kreager at 615-259-8089
or tkreager@tennessean and on Twitter
@Kreager.
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Houston's Cara Young, an Arkansas
soccer signee, has been named Gato-
rade Tennessee girls soccer player of the
year. 

The Commercial Appeal girls' soccer
player of the year scored 16 goals and
had 14 assists as a forward for the state
champion Lady Mustangs.

She scored the only goal in Houston's
1-0 victory over Collierville in the Class
AAA state title game. Houston finished
21-2 on the season. 

It's the second year in a row that the
award has been won by a player from
Houston. Jenna Kemp, a midfielder who
signed with Ole Miss, was last year's
Gatorade Tennessee player of the year. 

Houston’s Young is Tennessee
Gatorade girls soccer POY
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Cara Young is a senior at Houston High
School.
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