
In the news

Rebels host Commodores tonight
OleMiss’men’s basketball team returns home toThe

Pavilion tonight at 7 tohost theVanderbiltCommodores.
OleMiss (14-8, 4-5 SEC) escapedMissouri onThurs-

day night with a 76-73 victory behind 23 points from
senior guard Stefan Moody, who leads the Rebels and
is sixth in the nation in scoring at 23.5 points per game.

Ole Miss made a season-best 14 3-pointers in 31 at-
tempts againstMissouri, five byMoody and four by for-
ward Tomasz Gieldo, who finished with 16 points.

The Commodores (13-9, 5-4) are coming off a 77-60
win over No. 8 Texas A&M on Thursday, Vandy’s first
winover a ranked team in four years.Vanderbilt had lost
its previous 13 games against ranked opponents.

Elsewhere in the area, Mississippi State (9-12, 2-7)
visits LSU (14-8, 7-2) at 5 p.m., andTennessee (11-11, 4-5)
plays at Arkansas (11-11, 4-5) at 7.

Source: Arrieta, Cubs agree at $10.7M
A source says Chicago Cubs ace Jake Arrieta has

agreed to a $10.7 million, one-year contract, avoiding
arbitration by reaching the highest one-year deal for a
pitcher with four years of major league service.

Arrieta,who turns 30 inMarch, had abreakout season
in 2015, helping the Cubs to an NL wild card. The NL
CyYoungAwardwinner finished 22-6with a 1.77 ERA.

USC AD Haden to step down in June
Southern athletic director Pat Hadenwill retire June

30, school presidentMax Nikias announced Friday.
Haden, the 63-year-old formerUSCquarterback,will

start a one-year job guiding the renovation of the Coli-
seum after leaving the athletic department.

Hadenhas runUSC’s athleticdepartment for 5½years,
taking over fromMikeGarrett in 2010with amandate to
lead the Trojans through a multiyear stretch of NCAA
sanctions against its vaunted football program.

USC endured a two-year bowl ban, probation and
significant scholarship losses for allegedmisdeeds sur-
roundingHeismanTrophy-winning tailbackReggieBush
during the tenure of former coach Pete Carroll.

RiverKings defeat Mayhem on road
TheMississippi RiverKings pulled away to a 3-1 vic-

tory over theMaconMayhemonFriday night atMacon,
Georgia.

After a scoreless first period, Mississippi took a 1-0
lead in the second on Ryan Marcuz’s goal. Macon tied
it, but the ’Kings (19-9-6) won it on third-period goals
from Bryan Dallaire and Todd Hosmer. Tonight at 7:05,
the RiverKings will play the Huntsville Havoc at the
Landers Center in Southaven.

Earlier Friday, the ’Kings signed 22-year-old forward
Stathis Soumelidis.

Visitation today for ex-Tiger Brewer
Avisitation forCharles “Red” Brewer, a formerMem-

phis State University football player, will be held today
from 2 to 6 p.m. at Bennett-May-Giles County Funeral
Home in Pulaski, Tennessee.

Brewer, 87, was amember of theMClubHall of Fame
andplayed for theTigers from1949 to ’51.HediedFriday.

COLLEGES
■The University of Memphis women’s soccer team

received a national letter of intent frommidfielder/for-
ward Lisa Pechersky fromToronto, Ontario.

■ Daniel Galvin (MUS) scored 18 points on 8-for-12
shooting andaddednine rebounds, butRhodesCollege’s
men’s basketball team lost to Oglethorpe 62-57 on Fri-
day night in Atlanta. Brennan Sullivan added 14 points,
including four 3-pointers, for the Lynx (10-10, 4-5 SAA).
... Senior Catherine Eckert scored 22 points, including
five 3-pointers, but theRhodeswomen’s basketball team
lost 63-58 to Oglethorpe in Atlanta. Blaire Smith had 10
points for the Lynx (10-10, 4-5 SAA).

BASEBALL
■ Baltimore Orioles closer Zach Britton agreed to a

$6.75million contract for 2016, avoiding arbitration. Brit-
tonwent 4-1 with 36 saves in 40 opportunities last year.

COURTS
■ Former Wisconsin and Denver Broncos running

backMonteeBallwas arrestedona felonybattery charge
after an apparent disputewith his girlfriend inMadison,
Wisconsin.

From Our Press Services

On the air
T E L E V I S I O N

Basketball: Kansas at TCU, ESPN, 11 a.m.
Basketball: Cincinnati at Memphis, ESPN2, 11 a.m.
Basketball: Temple at UCF, ESPNU, 11 a.m.
Basketball: Florida State at Wake Forest, FSTN, 11 a.m.
Basketball:Marquette at Xavier, FS1, 11 a.m.
Basketball:Michigan State at Michigan, WREG Channel 3, 1 p.m.
Basketball: N.C. State at Duke, ESPN, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Iowa State at Oklahoma State, ESPN2, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Rutgers at Nebraska, ESPNU, 1 p.m.
Basketball: DePaul at Creighton, FSSE, 1 p.m.
Basketball: Villanova at Providence, FS1, 1:30 p.m.
Basketball:Missouri at Alabama, SEC Network, 2 p.m.
Basketball: Florida at Kentucky, WREG Channel 3, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Purdue at Maryland, ESPN, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Stanford at California, ESPN2, 3 p.m.
Basketball: South Carolina at Texas A&M, ESPNU, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Clemson at Virginia Tech, FSTN, 3 p.m.
Basketball: Arizona atWashington, WHBQ Channel 13, 3:30 p.m.
Basketball: Butler at St. John’s, FSSE, 3:30 p.m.
Basketball: Auburn at Georgia, SEC Network, 4:30 p.m.
Basketball:Mississippi State at LSU, ESPN2, 5 p.m.
Basketball: Oklahoma at Kansas State, ESPNU, 5 p.m.
Basketball: North Carolina at Notre Dame, ESPN, 6 p.m.
Basketball: Baylor at West Virginia, ESPN2, 7 p.m.
Basketball: Vanderbilt at Ole Miss, ESPNU, 7 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Dallas at Grizzlies, FSSE, 7 p.m.
Basketball: Tennessee at Arkansas, SEC Network, 7 p.m.
Basketball: Georgetown at Seton Hall, CBS Sports, 8 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Oklahoma City at Golden State, ESPN, 8 p.m.
Basketball:Wichita State at Illinois State, ESPN2, 9 p.m.
Basketball: Gonzaga at Pepperdine, ESPN2, 11 p.m.
Golf: PGA, Waste Management Phoenix Open, Golf, noon; WMC
Channel 5, 2 p.m.
Golf: LPGA, Coates Golf Championship, Golf, 2 p.m.
Golf: Champions Tour, Allianz Championship, Golf, 4 p.m.
Golf: European PGA, Omega Dubai Desert Classic, Golf, 2:30
a.m. (Sunday)
Hockey: NHL, San Jose at Nashville, FSTN, 7 p.m

R A D I O

Basketball: Cincinnati at Memphis, WREC-AM 600, WKBQ-FM
93.5, 10 a.m.
Basketball: Cincinnati at Memphis women, WUMR-FM 91.7,
1:45 p.m.
Basketball:West Georgia at CBU, WHBQ-AM 560, 3:45 p.m.
Basketball: NBA, Dallas at Grizzlies, WMFS 680 AM/92.9 FM,
6:30 p.m.
Basketball: Vanderbilt at Ole Miss, WHBQ-AM 560, WMPS
1210 AM/103.1 FM, 6:30 p.m.
Basketball: Tennessee at Arkansas, WMC-AM 790, 6:30 p.m.
This listing is compiled using information supplied by stations and networks, and is subject to late changes
without notice.

CO N TAC T

SPORTS EDITOR

David Williams • 901-529-2310 • williams@commercialappeal.com

2C » Saturday, February 6, 2016 » T H E C O M M E R C I A L A P P E A L ««

By Phil Stukenborg
stukenborg@commercialappeal.com
901-529-2543

Three-time defending
champion Kei Nishikori’s
path to a fourth Memphis
Open title will have chal-
lenges during next week’s
ATP World Tour event at
The Racquet Club.

But it wasmade slightly
less troublesome before
the drawwasmade Friday
night and,well, a fewdays
before that.

South African Kevin
Anderson, the world’s
14th-ranked player, with-
drew late last month with
a knee injury he suffered
at the Australian Open.
And late this week, three-
time Memphis champion
Tommy Haas, a former
top-10 player in theworld,
withdrew, citing shoulder
issues.

The losses of Anderson
and Haas left Nishikori,
the tournament’s top seed
and the world’s seventh-
ranked player, as a stron-
ger favorite to reach the
final on Feb. 14.

The highest-ranked
player in Nishikori’s half
of the draw is No. 60 Sam
Querrey, a former Mem-
phis championwhowill be
seeded fourth. Nishikori’s
half includes three quali-

fiers and wild-card entry
Frances Tiafoe, a rising
American teenager Ni-
shikori could meet in the
second round.

In the other half of the
draw, American Steve
Johnson, a two-time
NCAA singles champi-
on, is the No. 2 seed. He
is ranked a career-high
30th in the world this
week. Johnson is the No.
3-rankedAmericanbehind
John Isner (No. 11) and Jack
Sock (No. 22).

Johnson’s half will offer
a challenge in American
Donald Young, a Mem-
phis semifinalist a year
ago and the tournament’s
No. 3 seed. Young, ranked
48th, reached the fourth
round of last summer’s
U.S. Open.

Also, Johnson will have
to contend with a difficult
quarterfinal match. It in-

cludes fast-rising Ameri-
can teenager Taylor Fritz,
who has risen to a career-
best No. 143 in the world
after winning two Chal-
lenger tournaments – the
highest level below the
ATP World Tour – late
last year. There’s also a
potential quarterfinalpair-
ingwithAmericanAustin
Krajicek, who qualified a
year ago and reached the
quarterfinals before losing
in three sets to Nishikori.

Memphis Open tourna-
ment director Erin Ma-
zurek said it was difficult
losingHaas so close to the
event, but the returnofNi-
shikori, the recent play of
Johnson and the inclusion
of three promising Amer-
ican teenagers – Fritz,
Tiafoe and Tommy Paul –
should create interest.

“It’s also nice to see that
threeAmericans received

first-roundbyes,”Mazurek
said. “We know that Steve
Johnson, Sam Querrey
andDonald Youngwill be
playing into the week.”

Nishikori’s return is
a coup for the 250-level
ATP World Tour event.
He ascended to a career-
best No. 4 in the world a
month after winning the
Memphis Open.

The loss of the 37-year-
old Haas removed a rec-
ognizable name from the
field, but he hasn’t won a
title since 2013 and under-
went a fourth shoulder op-
eration in 2014.

As a result, much of the
focuswill be onhow John-
son, Young, Querrey and
the rising American teens
fare.

Fritz, 18, drew a qualifi-
er,whowill bedetermined
Sunday. Paul, 18, drew
veteran Benjamin Becker,
a Memphis semifinalist
in 2012, and Tiafoe, also
18, drew American Ryan
Harrison, a former top-50
player in the world.

Paul will be playing
in only his second ATP
World Tour-level event.
He qualified for last year’s
U.S. Open.

“It’s good to be back in
the South,” Paul said. “I’m
originally from North
Carolina. So I always feel
comfortable in the South,
hopefully I can go out and
play well.”

MEMPHIS OPEN

■World’s 7th-ranked player seeks 4th title in row

MEMPHIS OPEN
What: A stop on the ATPWorld Tour, one of 10 events in
the U.S. and one of 62 worldwide
When, where:Monday through Feb. 14 at The Racquet
Club of Memphis
Notable entries:World No. 7 and three-time defending
champion Kei Nishikori; 2010 champion Sam Querrey; No. 3
American Steve Johnson; Mike and Bob Bryan (109 career
doubles titles)
Tickets:memphisopen.com or 855-307-1981

By John Varlas
varlas@commercialappeal.com
901-529-2350

Christian Brothers
basketball coach Bubba
Luckett said he did some-
thingFridaynight that he’s
rarely done all season.

“I had to get after them
a little bit at halftime,” he
said. “I was very disap-
pointed in our first-half
defense. ... We were going
for too many steals and
leaving ourselves in a lot
of 5-on-4 situations.”

Luckett’s players got the
messageand turned things
around after the break,
scoring 21 of the final 27
points to defeat Briarcrest
going away, 63-46.

CBHS, which came
in ranked fourth in The
CommercialAppeal’sDan-
dyDozen and tied for first
withBrentwoodAcademy
in theDivision 2 state poll,
is 25-1. The Saints, fifth
and third in the samepolls,
are 22-5.

The Brothers domi-
nated the first meeting
between the two teams,
winning 61-38 on Jan. 15.
And after suffering their
firs loss of the season to
CenterHill on Jan. 26, they
knew just how Briarcrest
would feel.

“He (Luckett) told us to
just imagine howwe’d feel

ifwegot another chance at
CenterHill,” said JacobLy-
ons. “Theyhada chance to
take us downon our home
floor ... but we finished it
out.”

Lyons, a 6-6 seniorwith
a soft touch in the paint,
scored 11 of his team-high
16 points in the second
half.

Undra Wilson, Ben
Spence and Justin Linder
eachscored10.Andreserve
Cooper Cash stepped up
withothers in foul trouble,
scoring sevenofhisnine in
the decisive run.

“I was so proud of Coo-
per Cash,” Luckett said.
“(Standout junior) Wil-
liam (Douglas) didn’t play
his best game, butwehave
several guys ... it’s not just
any one individual.”

TreyHarrington scored
12 to lead the Saints; Nate
Vaughn added 10.

UNBEATENS FALL
Friday was a bad night

to be an undefeated and
nationally ranked girls
basketball team in the
area.

White Station (19-6) got
a balanced scoring effort
and knocked off Central,
the top AAA team in the
state, 61-51.DamiahGriffin
had 13 to lead theSpartans;
Taylor Williams added 12
and Brittni Moore 11.

TheWarriors,whowere
17th in this week’s USA
Today poll, got 18 points
from Johne’ Stewart and
are 27-1.

Olive Branch, ranked
11th in theUSATodaypoll,
lost to archrivalHornLake
57-49 to fall to 24-1.

HARDING HONORS
JUANA BROWN

Harding Academy paid
tribute to one of the best

female players in Shelby-
Metro history Friday, re-
tiring the jersey of Juana
Brown.

Brown, who starred for
the Lions from 1992-97,
ranks 14th on the all-time
county scoringchartswith
2,452 points. As a senior,
shewasnamedafirst-team
Parade All-American and
won the Best of the Preps
and Gatorade state player
of the year awards before
going on to a standout ca-
reer at North Carolina.

Brown got to watch her
alma mater post a vic-
tory as the Lions defeated
Catholic 50-41 behind 17
points from Antoinette
Lewis. Harding (17-4) vis-
its Northpoint today in a
matchup of state-ranked
Division 2 teams.

STATE DUALS
WRESTLING

CBHS and Arlington
each went 1-1 on the first
day of the TSSAA state
duals wrestling champi-
onships in Franklin.

The Brothers opened
competition in D2 with
a 32-21 victory against
Montgomery Bell Acade-
my before falling to Chat-
tanooga Baylor 39-15 in
the semifinals. CBHSwill
wrestle MUS or Franklin
RoadAcademy in the con-
solation bracket today at
1 p.m.

Arlington, competing in
D1, downedMurfreesboro
Siegel 42-30 in the quar-
terfinals before falling to
Soddy-Daisy 40-26 in the
semis.TheTigerswill take
on Heritage or Blackman
today at 11 a.m.

PREPS

PHOTOS BY MARK WEBER/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

Christian Brothers’ Justin Lindner (right) drives the lane against Briarcrest’s Corban Smith on Friday night. CBHS, the top-
ranked team in the state in Div. 2, rallied in the second half to defeat the No. 3-ranked Saints, 63-46.

CBHS takesDiv. 2 showdown

Guard Trey
Harrington
(left) led Bri-
arcrest with
12 points, but
the Saints
fell to 22-5,
with two of
those losses
coming at
the hands of
Briarcrest.

■ Brothers
get message,
pull away from
Briarcrest

Withdrawals give Nishikori easier path


