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S Congratulates theseMemphis-area high school students

who have earned the Academic All-Stars Award.

You have unique needs. We have solutions to meet them.

We’ll handle it from here.
TM

Waste Collection | Electronics Recycling | Sharps Disposal

All-in-One Recycling | Yard Waste | And More

Proud Sponsor of Academic All-Stars

Hayley Ford | Harding Academy | General Scholarship
Hayley, a senior, is an exceptional student leader who balances strong academic pursuits with leadership and service activities.

She holds a 4.79 weighted grade point average and scored 32 on the ACT. She is a National Merit Commended Student and vice president

of the senior class. She has taken five AP classes and 10 Honors classes. She has been a member of the Student Government Association

for three years.

An effective leader, Hayley won first place in the speech competition, Lads to Leaders. In this regional Christian leadership program,

more than 20,000 students participated. She is active with the National Honor Society, Bible Club, Fellowship of Christian Athletes,

Leadership for the Lord Club and Honduras Mission Team. She also participates in theatre and with the Senior Wind Ensemble.

Though Hayley speaks softly, she has a quiet authority. She models classroom leadership skills by willingly participating in class

discussions with insightful comments. Students naturally follow her example, which consistently benefits and creates positive outcomes

for any project or team. She spearheaded a fundraiser for Water Wells for Africa, where she designed and sold water bottles, shirts and

wristbands. She also is a Street Ministries volunteer and tutor.

Muhammad Ali Elahi | Houston High School | General Scholarship
Ali, a senior, is an impressive student who takes great delight in serving others. He holds a 4.64 weighted grade point average and

scored 35 on the ACT. Currently ranked first in his senior class, he has been recognized as an AP Scholar with Distinction. He has taken 15

AP courses and has been tapped for membership in the National Honor Society, Beta Club, ACT 30 and Above, Rho Kappa National Social

Studies Honor Society and Mu Alpha Theta.

The consummate volunteer, Ali was invited to serve on the Memphis InterFaith Board of Directors, an organization that works to improve

living conditions for low income residents. The board includes seven members with Ali being the only one under 40 years old. He has

planned, organized and implemented school service projects including Walk for Juvenile Diabetes, Walk for the American Cancer Society,

a Dodgeball Tournament and Talent Show benefiting Leukemia and Lymphoma Research and the “Senior Prom” at Page Robbins Adult Day

Care Center.

Ali is fluent in Urdu and Arabic as well as English and Spanish. He is captain of the Bio-Medical Debate Team, president of the Model

UN Team, and an important member of the school’s highly successful Knowledge Bowl Team.

Sarah Jenkins | DeSoto Central High School | General Scholarship
Sarah, a senior, is a stellar student who pushes herself academically by taking the most challenging curriculum offered. Currently ranked

second in a class of more than 400 seniors, she strives to achieve excellence in all aspects of school life. She holds a 4.44 weighted grade point

average and scored 31 on the ACT. She had taken many Advanced Placement courses including AP Physics I, AP Calculus, AP U.S History,

AP English Language and Composition and AP English Literature and Composition. She was inducted into the National Honor Society as a junior.

In addition, Sarah is an important part of the school’s Marching Band, the Pride of DeSoto Central. This extracurricular activity requires many

hours of commitment including weeks of camp during the summer, rehearsals during the school day and frequent after-school practices.

The band also participates in competitions almost every weekend during the fall, often traveling long distances after performing at football

games on Friday nights.

Sarah can be counted on by her classmates and teammates. She does not miss deadlines, does not arrive late and does not make excuses.

She simply does what is asked and does it well. Always positive, Sarah is the perfect role model for her peers.

Siera Ransom | Whitehaven High School | General Scholarship
Siera, a senior, is an outstanding student who looks for ways to help her school and community. She holds a 4.3 weighted grade point

average and scored 26 on the ACT, including a 33 on the English portion of the test. Through the optional schools program, she consistently

earns a spot on the Honor Roll. She has taken many Advanced Placement courses as well as Honors classes. She has been accepted into

the National Honor Society, National English Honor Society and National Art Honor Society. She is a member of the Student Council,

serving as a senator, and a member of DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America).

Actively involved in school life, Siera has a love for cheerleading and has been on the team for four years. She also spearheads the

banners for the Whitehaven stadium. These banners show Siera’s artistic talent and clever sense of humor. She is a role model to the

younger cheerleaders.

Siera has completed an amazing 200 plus hours of community service during high school. She has given time to Shelby Farms clean-ups,

Memphis Zoo Boo, and Mid-South Food Bank. She is a mentor and leader in the mentoring program at Hickory Ridge Elementary School.

Mary Austria | Central High School | General Scholarship
Mary, a senior, is an excellent student who constantly looks for way to satisfy her intellectual curiosity. She holds a 4.755 weighted

grade point average and scored 31 on the ACT. She has a love for learning and is challenging herself this year by taking five Advanced

Placement courses. Ranked in the top one percent of her class, Mary received the former Memphis City Schools William H. Sweet Award for

Academic Excellence three times. She attended the Tennessee Governor’s School for International Studies, where she studied International

Relations, Macroeconomics and Portuguese.

A strong but gentle leader, Mary relates easily to all students. She is very approachable and is a valuable peer tutor. She received the

Sewanee Book Award during her junior year. She is a member of the National Honor Society, Model UN, the Green Club, the Key Club, the

International Club and Student Council. She was the junior class vice president.

Mary is a member of the Bridges Leadership Board that seeks to engage youth with the Greater Memphis community. She has worked

with the Sierra Club, an environmental group, and with community clean-ups.

Mitch Long | Tipton-Rosemark Academy | General Scholarship
Mitch, a senior, is a dedicated and intelligent student who plans to study microbiology. He holds a 4.0 grade point average and scored 35 on the

ACT. He is a natural problem-solver with an extremely analytical mind. He enjoys examining issues from every angle to find the best solutions to

problems. He attended the Tennessee Governor’s School for Scientific Models and Data Analysis and placed first in Wing Design at The University

of Memphis Engineering Competition. He also placed first in geometry at the Tennessee Mathematics Teachers Association regional mathematics

competition.

A natural leader, Mitch is the president of the Student Council. He has been inducted into the National Honor Society, National Beta Club, and Mu

Alpha Theta, the math honor society. He also is a member of the Science Club. A talented artist, Mitch placed first and second in the annual school

art show. He also is the top-seeded player on the varsity tennis team and currently is participating in the fall Drama and Show Choir.

For his senior project, Mitch is working with the Millington Crisis Center with terracycling, a free waste collection program for hard to recycle

materials.

Carter Pruett | St. Benedict High School | General Scholarship
Carter, a senior, is a well-rounded student, who is active in his school and community. Ranked third in a class of 214 seniors, he holds

a 4.4 weighted grade point average and scored 34 on the ACT with a perfect 36 on the science portion of the test. He is taking a difficult

schedule of classes this year including three AP courses, three Honors courses and two Dual Enrollment classes.

A diligent, goal-oriented student, Carter is committed to excellence as he prepares for college. His work reflects a dedication to

his studies. He is an Eagle Scout and a member of the Honor Council. He achieved Magna Cum Laude on the National Latin Exam and

placed in the top ten for Pre-Calculus and Algebra II at the Tennessee Math Teachers Association competition. He has been tapped for

membership in the National Honor Society, National Latin Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta, National Science Honor Society and the Thespian

Honor Society.

Carter hones his dramatic skills through participation in Mock Trial and Model UN. He also is a member of the Thespian Club, Latin

Club, Ecology Club and Computer Club.

For more information, call or email Mary Lou Brown, Community Relations Manager
for The Commercial Appeal at 901-529-2508 or mary.brown@commercialappeal.com


