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By Larry Rea
Special to The Commercial Appeal

If therewas a poll of the
top stateswith high school
scholastic clay target pro-
grams in the U.S., Ten-
nessee would be No. 1 in a
landslide.

As the top competitive
youth shooting program
in America, the Tennes-
see ScholasticClayTarget
Program includes more
than 2,000 participants.

At this year’s Scholas-
tic Shooting Sports Foun-
dation’s National Cham-
pionship, held in July at
Marengo,Ohio,Tennessee
blew away the field with
100 individual and team
awards and 23 national
championships.

“In the past two years
we’ve had at least 23 (na-
tional champions),” said
Andrew Peercy of Frank-
lin, who manages the
TSCTP for the Tennessee
Wildlife Federation. “I’ve
kind of lost count of how
many since the start of the
program. In 2014 we had
30.We are well over 100.”

Tennessee had an esti-
mated 20 percent of the
3,000 participants in the
2016 national champion-
ship. Wisconsin, Peercy
said, was next with 10 to
15 percent.

So, as we pay homage
to shotgunnerKimRhode
for earning a medal in her
sixth straight Olympics
at Rio, let’s salute some
fifth-grade through col-
lege marksman who have
helped put Tennessee on
the map for youth trap,
skeet and sporting clays.

Howabout the Browns-
ville-based Haywood
County Young Guns? All
that group did was claim
11 overallmedals and a na-
tional championship in the
intermediate entry skeet
squad division.

Or, how about the UT
Martin and Bethel Univer-
sityteams,whichcombined

for nine medals, including
first-placefinishes forBeth-
el’s Clint Hinton in men’s
skeet and sporting clays
and for Joseph and Shelby
Simmons of UT Martin in
doubles and handicap trap.
Joseph and Shelby sharp-
ened their skills as mem-
bers of the Tipton County
ClayBusters.

Plus, the 2016 national
championshipwas thefirst
time on the national stage
for St. Agnes Academy,
which had Julia Stallings
place first in the collegiate
ladies bunker trapdivision
and third in the ladies col-
lege sporting clays. Team-
mate Ainsley Harrington

excelled in the ladies inter-
mediate advanced handi-
cap trap division.

“This is one of the few
sports where men and
women can compete to-
gether on a team, and fe-
males can be some of our
best shooters,” said Mike
Butler, CEO of the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Federa-
tion. “It’s also a sport that
participants can enjoy for
the rest of their lives, and
earn scholarships and
even pursue Olympic op-
portunities.”

The TWF took over
the day-to-day program
management in 2006.
Peercy, a former coach at
BattleGroundAcademy in
Franklin, joined the TWF
as the program’s manager
in 2011.

The TNSCTP is de-
signed, Butler said, to
teach the importance of
safe firearms handling,
responsibility, leadership,
teamwork and to promote
healthy competition.

Peercy agrees.
“We are bringing in on

average four or five teams
each year,” Peercy said.
“We are continuing to
grow. The biggest head-
ache we have now is try-
ing to find practice space
for all these kids. We get
teams that call us andwant

to have a team and they
say, ‘Well, where dowe go
to practice?’ That’s how
fast we are growing.”

One of the program’s
newest teams is Harding
Academy.

“Wehad15shooters(first
season) and they ranged
from seventh through 12th
grade,” said Bill Cooksey
of Bartlett, the team’s head
coach. “If I recall correctly,
only three had shot trap
before our first practice. At
the first shoot, our squads
finishedwell down the list,
but all were showing im-
provement.”

Harding girls won two
of the threemedals in their
division at the final local
shoot; one shooter scored
his first 50-straight at the
regional and at the state
shoot a girl tied for third,
a squad finished fifth, sev-
en individuals shot their
all-time best score and
a senior scored his first
25-straight.

“Whilemedalsaregreat,
early on (assistant) Coach
(Doug) Karpicke and I de-
cided success would best
be measured by retention
into next season,” Cook-
sey said. “Other than our
two seniors, all shooters
are coming back andmore
have come forward to join.
How cool is that?”

DEVELOPMENTS
■The Mid-South

chapter of Quail Forever
will host its annual ben-
efit shoot Saturday at the
Memphis Sport Shooting
Association range off Old
BrownsvilleRoad. Eighty-
plus shooters took part in
last year’s event. For in-
formation, contact Johnny
McFarland, the chapter’s
sporting clays chairman,
at (901) 832-8698.

■The Mid-South lost
one of its true sportsmen
recently with the death
of Jackie Welch. An avid
outdoorsman, Welch sup-
ported the annual TWRA
Mid-South Junior Fishing
Rodeo by donating a life-
time hunting and fishing
license each year to a Ten-
nessee resident. He did it
without any fanfare. No
other youth fishing rodeo
across the state, and there
aremany, has such a prize,
which relates to hundreds
ofdollarsdependingonthe
ageof theyouth.Hisdaugh-
ter,Danya, is a former state
wildlife commissioner.

Got an outdoors item of note?
Email Larry Rea at lrout-
doors@att.net or go to his
website at lroutdoors.com;
listen to “Outdoors with Larry
Rea” on Saturday mornings
from 6-7:30 on WMC-AM 790.

OUTDOORS

Tenn. scholastic clay-target shooters dominate
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Andrew Peercy (left, with J.W. Worthen of Tenn. Wildlife Fed-
eration) manages the state’s youth shooting program, includ-
ing standout Houston Carson of Tipton County Clay Busters.

From Our Press Services

LONG POND, Pa. —After the last car
sped past the finish line at Po-
conoRaceway,Mikhail Aleshin
raised his arms in triumph.

Fastest in morning practice
on the tricky, 2.5-mile triangu-
lar track, Aleshin was fastest in
qualifying to win the IndyCar
pole on Saturday. He turned a
fast lapof 220.454mph inhisNo.
7 Honda to edge Josef Newgar-
den for the top spot.

It’s the first career pole for the
Russian,whodrives for Schmidt
PetersonMotorsports.

“I had two good laps. I knew I

couldn’t dobetter,”Aleshin said.
“I just kept it flat. Obviously, it
worked this time. I justknewthat
we couldn’t do any better. I was
just happy for the team.Fromthe
first lap, the car was just at the
edge of what we needed.”

It’s the third time this season
Newgarden has qualified sec-
ond. He was on the front row at
the Indy 500 and at Iowa, just
missing the top spot Saturday
with a lap of 220.195 mph.

“He’s pretty daring. Not a lot
spooks him,”Newgarden said of
Aleshin. “He gets better andbet-
ter the more seat time he has. I
think you’re seeing that.”

Takuma Sato qualified third,
followed by Helio Castroneves,
Carlos Munoz, Aleshin team-
mate James Hinchcliffe, Alex-
ander Rossi, Will Power, Tony
Kanaan and Ed Carpenter.

Sato couldn’t stop smiling af-
ter his best qualifying effort of
the season. His fourth at Texas
and eighth at Long Beach are
his only other top-10 starts this
season.

“It means a lot,” said Sato,
whose A.J. Foyt Racing Honda
is sponsored by ABC Supply,
also the sponsor for today’s race.
“Last year we were very strong
in the race.Hopefully, this quali-

fying performance gives us an-
other competitive race tomor-
row.”

Foyt won a record four Indy-
Car races at Pocono in his hey-
day.

“A.J. was very happy. He had
a big smile,” Sato said. “Hope-
fully, we can keep him smiling
tomorrow.”

Points leaderSimonPagenaud
qualified 14th in windy condi-
tions. Defending race winner
Ryan Hunter-Reay crashed in
morning practice and did not
qualify.

Aleshin led 33 laps at Mid-
Ohio in the previous race but

was caught up in a late pit road
crash with Newgarden and fin-
ished 17th.

Still, it’s a teamon the rise.He
finished fifth at Iowa and was
sixth at Toronto in July.

For Newgarden, it was a step
in the rightdirection.He’s fourth
in points behind the Penske trio
of Pagenaud, Power andCastro-
neves.

“The pressure is not on us,”
Newgarden said. “The pressure
is on Simon andWill. They’re in
a tougher spot.We can afford to
get a little more aggressive than
those guys. I feel pretty cool go-
ing into these races.”
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Aleshinwins pole for IndyCar’s Pocono race today
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