
By Marguerite Raiford
Estes
Special to The Weekly

Thirteen Hutchison
writers have been recog-
nized for their exceptional
talent by the Southeast
Region Scholastic Art and
Writing Awards program
and the local Wordsmith
competition.

Sponsored by the Al-
liance for Young Artists
& Writers, the Scholastic
Art and Writing Awards
identify students across
the country with excep-
tional artistic literary
talent. Past award win-
ners include Andy War-
hol, Sylvia Plath, Truman
Capote, JoyceCarolOates,
Richard Avedon, Robert
Redford, John Lithgow
and Ken Burns.

Hutchison’s Scholas-
tic Gold Key winners are
Michelle Lee of German-
town (poetry) and Becket
Monaghan of Memphis
(humor). Silver Key win-
ners are Anne Grinder of
Memphis (poetry),Megan
Richman of Germantown
(humor) and Phebe Row-
land of Memphis (short
story). Honorable men-
tions were awarded to
Paige Champlin of Ger-
mantown (personal es-
say/memoir), Mary Fran-
cesHall of Cordova (short
story), Laura Heathcott of
Memphis (short story),
MacKiahHoffofMemphis
(personal essay/memoir),
Irene Keeney ofMemphis
(humor), Charlotte Mer-
chant of Memphis (per-
sonal essay/memoir), and
Mary Van Montague of
Memphis (short story).

These writing awards

are in addition to the 42
art awardsHutchison stu-
dents received in January.
Gold keywinners now ad-
vance to the national com-
petition.

All of the students re-
ceiving Scholastic Writ-
ing Awards are current
eighth-graders who have
flourished in the school’s
writing program, particu-
larly under the tutelage
of eighth-grade English
teacher Amy Lawrence,
an award-winning author
and the recipient of the
2013 Tennessee Teacher
of Excellence in Language
Arts award.

Hutchison middle and
upper school girls also
received six awards from
Wordsmith, awriting con-
test for students in grades
7-12 in the Mid-South.
Sponsored by the Uni-
versity of Memphis Eng-
lish department and the
Shelby-Memphis Council
ofTeachers of English, the
competition tests students’
writing skills in descrip-
tion, narration, persuasion
and exposition. Eighth-
grader Hoff received a
first-place award in the
120-worddash; sophomore
Laura Carrier of German-
town received the second-
place award in the same
category. Eighth-grader
Champlin was awarded
third-place honors in both
the 40-word and 80-word
dashes and an honorable
mention in the 120-word

dash.
Hutchison’sWordsmith

participantswere coached
by middle school English
teacher Ivy Phillips and
upper school English
teacher Natalie Pettey.

Marguerite Raiford Estes is the ad-
vancement director for Hutchison
School.
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By Debra Sisson
Special to The Weekly

Lastmonth, HappyTimes
Farm Traveling Petting Zoo
visited theHardingCordova
Early Childhood campus.

The EC2-SK students fed
a llama, lots of goats and a
goose named Edwin. They
got to pet a squealing baby
pig and touch a guinea pig, a
baby duck, a baby chick and
some rabbits.

During the event, students
learned that baby rabbits
are called kits. The petting
zoo also had Chinese Silkie
chickens, which have very
fluffy feathers that feel like
silk. Several of the students
even got to grind corn for
some of the animals.

The students had a blast
learning about and feeding
the animals.

Debra Sisson is the communications
coordinator with Harding Academy.

HARDING ACADEMY

Farmtime
animal fun

Levi Wilkins is all smiles as he hand-feeds a sheep. Recently, animals from Happy Times
Farm Traveling Petting Zoo visited students at the Harding Cordova campus.

Lacey Gillespie holds out her hand so a llama from
Happy Times Farm Traveling Petting Zoo can eat the
crushed corn.

Early childhood students have a ‘Happy Time’

Special to The Weekly

A DUI prosecutor last
week passed out small
photos of a ShelbyCounty
teenager killed in a car
crash five years ago and
askedhigh school students
at St. Benedict at Auburn-
dale to remember her this
prom season.

Asst. Dist. Atty. Mi-
chael McCusker told the
students that Bolton High
School freshman Rachel
Lutrell, 14, died as a pas-
senger in a DUI crash and
never got to attend aprom.

“Iwould like eachof you
to write ‘I promise’ on the
back of Rachel’s picture,”
McCusker told thestudents
in a speechat the school. “I
would like each of you to
promise not to drink and
drive. I alsowould like you
to take Rachel to the prom
she never got to attend by

carrying her picture with
you inyourpurseorwallet
on promnight.”

McCusker is a member
of the DUI Prosecution
Task Force in the office of
Shelby County Dist. Atty.
Gen. AmyWeirich.

“Weare asking students
and their parents to please
be aware of the dangers
of drinking and driving,
especially as prom week-
ends are about to begin,”
saidWeirich. “Please help
keep one of the most joy-
ous times for high school
students from becoming
the most tragic. Drinking
and driving are never a
good mix. Stay sober and
stay safe.”

McCusker told his
high school audience that
an automobile is like a
2,000-pound missile and
that even a small amount
of drinking or slight dis-

tractions can have devas-
tating results.

A DUI conviction, he
added, can be costly in
other ways. Thousands
of dollars will be spent on
lawyers, fines and higher
insurance premiums.

Also, there will be a
mandatory jail sentence
andaDUIconviction stays
onadriver’s record forever.

McCusker ended his
presentation at St. Bene-
dict by showing a video
tribute to Rachel Lutrell
made by her family.

“Remember that you
are valued and loved,” he
told the students. “Youcan
never be replaced.”

ST. BENEDICT AT AUBURNDALE

Pledge to drive sober
recalls teen victim

Rachel Lutrell was only 14
when she was killed in a DUI
accident.

Hutchison students Irene Keeney (front, left), Mary Van Mon-
tague, Charlotte Merchant, Phebe Rowland, Becket Monaghan,
Paige Champlin (back), Anne Grinder, Mary Frances Hall, Megan
Richman, MacKiah Hoff, Michelle Lee and Laura Heathcott
earned awards from the Southeast Region Scholastic Art and
Writing Awards Program.

By Liz Copeland
Special to The Weekly

Twenty-two Memphis
University School juniors
and seniorswere inducted
into the Cum Laude Soci-
ety during a recent school
assembly. Membership in
the society, which is mod-
eled on the college honor
society Phi Beta Kappa, is
the highest academic hon-
or students in a secondary
school can receive.

The inductees from the
Class of 2015 are Mitchell
Apollonio, Jack Chris-
tenbury, Andrew Elsakr,
Ahmed Latif, Robby Mat-
thews, Nevin Naren, all
of Germantown; Alex
Carruthers, Walker Lee,
William Merriman, Jack
Mullins,MichaelReddoch
andPrestonRoberts, all of
Memphis.

The inductees from the
Class of 2016 areChandler
Clayton, Forest Colerick,
WillMcAtee, PatrickMur-
phy, Patton Orr, Daniel
Tancredi, all of Memphis;
Dylan Echlin of Collier-
ville; Grayson Lee, Witt
Fesmire, all of German-
town; and Saatvik Mohan
of Cordova.

Seniors inducted last
year are Jack Gray, Ash-
ish Kumar, Azeez Shala,
Hamid Shirwany, Jeffrey
Zheng, all of German-
town; Richard Ouyang
and Yunhua Zhao, both of
Collierville; Baty Daniel,
JackHirschman, Sherman
Tabor, Griffin Wilson, all
of Memphis; and Hayden
Meacham of Hernando.

Liz Copeland is the associate
director of communications for
Memphis University School.

MEMPHIS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL

22 students inducted
to Cum Laude Society

HUTCHISON

Thirteen
students
win writing
awards
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COMFORT DAYS
TODAY THRU APRIL 25TH

Ladies' Bluma Men's Classic Moc
Skimmer, $100 Penny Loafer, $150
Black, moonrock, 36-42. Cognac, 41-48.

Ladies' Jab Strap, $100 Men's Edinburgh
Black, 36-42. Perforated Slip On, $150

Mink, black, 41-48.

Ladies' Jab Toggle Men's Yucatan
Sandal, $100 Sandal, $130
Black, warm grey, 36-42. Bison, 41 -47.

Ladies' Touch 25 Men's Helsinki
T-Strap Sandal, $130 Dress Shoe, 139.99
White, black, 36-42. Black, 41 -47.

Earn Rewards when you shop using your Dillard's Credit Card."
Visit dillards.com/rewarcTs for more details.

*Subject to credit approval. See stores for details.
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Renee Buchholz says the staff at
Riverdale is like her family.

KNOX KELSEY
Bailey Station Elementary,
kindergarten

Family:ParentsFranandCarr
Kelsey, siblings Carrington, 13,
and Ainsley, 11

What do you like most about
your school: I like that we get
to go outside. I like Mrs. (Kim)
Tunnell who teaches me.

Favorite subject (and why):
Reading. I get to know what
books say and look at the pic-
tures.

Most challenging subject (and

why): Mathbecause youhave to
get the right answer.

What are some of your biggest
accomplishments: I went to a
Legoparty formy friendsChase
and Evan. Imademy own Lego
person onmy own.

Hobbies: Basketball, baseball,
drawing, reading, football

Goals for the future: I want to
be a vet because I like dogs.

Person you most admire (and
why): My friendMason Grace.

Favorite movies, TV shows,
books: “Paddington,” “Tomand
Jerry,” “Big Hero 6,”and “A Pet

for Fly Guy”
People would be surprised to

know about me: That I am good
atMonopoly.

What would do if you were
principal for a day: Iwould teach
themandtry tomake themread.

Famous person would you like
to meet (and why):Elvisbecause
he was a good singer.

What would you do with $1 mil-
lion: I would buy a race car. I
wouldgive themoney toMason.

Ifyoucouldchangeonethingin
the world: Iwould get Pokemon
cards from this guy on my bus

whowon’t give them tome.

To nominate a star student, e-mail Matt
Woo at woo@commercialappeal.com or
call 901-529-6453.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Kindergartner Knox Kelsey loves dogs
and sports, wants to be a veterinarian

Knox Kelsey wants to follow in
his dad’s footsteps and become a
veterinarian.

Schools

RENEE BUCHHOLZ
Riverdale Elementary School,
kindergarten

Q What do you like most about
your school?

A I like the feeling that I have a
work family andnot just a fam-

ily at home.

Q What was your favorite subject
as a kid andwhy?

A I still rememberhowmuch fun
it was to have reading group

with the teacher. I loved the read-
ing stories.

Q What was the most challeng-
ing subject for you as a kid and

why?

A I remember the challenge of
learning my multiplication

facts as a kid.

Q What is the greatest challenge
you face as an educator?

A The greatest challenge as an
educator ismeeting the needs

of all the learners inmy classroom
each school year.

Q Whatdoyouhope toaccomplish
as an educator?

A I hope to instill a love for learn-
ing to all of the students inmy

classroom, and an environment
filledwith community and respect
for one another.

Q What is themost rewardingmo-
ment you’ve had as a teacher?

A I am rewarded daily as a kin-
dergarten teacher — with

hugs, laughter, children reading
for the first time, when I receive a
nice e-mail from a parent, a note
with a drawing from a student or
when a planned lesson goes well
and I know the children really got
it. These are all rewards for me.

Q Who isyour teaching inspiration
andwhy?

A I was first inspired by Jodi
Weintraub, a mentor teacher

I had while student teaching. She
always had a smile on her face,
and the children loved to come
into her classroom. She was kind
andpatientwith all of her students.
She taught me that attitude is ev-
erything, and I believe a positive
attitude is the key to a successful
classroom.

Q Whendid you knowyouwanted
to be an educator?

A Probably when I was about
5 years old. My dad gave me

some office supplies to play with
and I ended up stapling my own
finger. That didn’t discourage me,
however. I also had my very own
chalkboard in the kitchen that I
wrote and drew onwhilemymom
cooked dinner. I thought that was
so cool.

Q What is something about you
people would be surprised to

know?

A That I’ve hiked into theGrand
Canyon and stayed in the vil-

lage for a couple days.

Q If you weren’t a teacher, what
would you be?

A My second choice was to be
a nurse. I had a doctor kit as

a kid, and I used to bandage my
brother andmy stuffed animals. In
college Iworked at a special needs
camp during the summers where
many of the campers required
medical treatments.

Q What are some things youenjoy
outside of the classroom?

A I lovegardeningbecause I love
plants and flowers. It brings

mepeace and joy tobe inmyflower
beds taking care of my plants.

To nominate an outstanding educator to be
featured in the Weekly, e-mail Matt Woo at
woo@commercialappeal.com or you may
call 901-529-6453.

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT

Buchholz
hopes to
instill a love
for learning

By Debra Sisson
Special to The Weekly

L ast month, the Happy
Times FarmTraveling
Petting Zoo visited the
Harding Cordova Early

Childhood campus.

The EC2–SK students fed a llama, fed
lots of goats and a goose named Edwin.
They got to pet a squealing baby pig and
touch a guinea pig, a baby duck, a baby
chick and some rabbits.

During the event, students learned
that baby rabbits are called kits. The
petting zoo also had Chinese Silkie
chickens, which have very fluffy feath-
ers that feel like silk. Several of the
students even got to grind corn for the
some of the animals.

The students had a blast learning
about and feeding the animals.

Debra Sisson is the communications coordinator
with Harding Academy.

HARDING ACADEMY

Farmtime fun

Sebastian Stephens (left), Owen Adler, Lennox Black and Thor Johannsson had a chance to pet
a baby pig when Happy Times Farm visited the Harding students.

Levi Wilkins is all smiles as he hand-feeds a sheep. Recently, animals from Happy Times Farm Traveling Petting Zoo visited students at the Hard-
ing Cordova campus.

Early childhood students have a ‘Happy Time’

By Kim Tunnell
Special to The Weekly

Bailey Station pre-
school teacher Julie New-
man had a vision to add a
sensory area to her class-
room.

She was awarded a
$400 grant through the
Collierville Education
Foundation, which al-
lowed her to purchase
some of the items she
needed. To Newman’s
delight, Gayle Tidwell,

also shared her vision and
offered additional help.
Tidwell shared the sen-
sory area idea, as well as
a list of the needed items,
with a company named
Protech Systems Group,
Inc.

The company collected
and purchased all of the
remaining items needed
to complete the vision.

Cathy Hurdle, senior
account manager and
DanWeddle, president of
Protech Systems Group,

visited Bailey Station
Elementary and made a
special presentation to
Newman and her pre-
school class.

“The generosity of
the staff of Protech Sys-
tems Group is amazing,”
Newman said. “The pre-
schoolers are now enjoy-
ing all of the new items
and thank all who made
it possible.”

Kim Tunnell is a teacher at Bailey
Station Elementary School.

BAILEY STATION

Newman uses grant to buy
classroom sensory area items

Jackson Carter, grandson of Gayle Tidwell, is enjoy-
ing some of the new sensory items Bailey Station
preschool teacher Julie Newman purchased for her
classroom.


